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Cheeky
campers

Who can blame the poor campers from across
Australia who arrive at the foreshore at Rain-
bow Beach and decide it’s the perfect spot to
pull up their van and call it a night?

Unfortunately, this salubrious area is a
no-camp zone but there are only a couple of
small easily ignored signs and little deterrent
for tourists in this, and other parks in the area
with police saying its national parks job who
say its council who say its police.

With little reason not to camp, and the
promise of a good wave in the morning, locals
wonder why they bother to pay rates, water
fees and home loans when they too could take
their van to the foreshore to enjoy the million-
dollar views and free showers.
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In safe hands

The future of the turtle population is in good
hands with the dedicated team from Cooloola
Coast Care -Turtle Care Rainbow Beach.

It’s Turtle Nesting Season and the local Tur-
tle Care group are seeking public help to report
any turtle track sightings from Inskip Point,
Rainbow Beach, Double Island Point and
along Teewah Beach. They recently relocated
88 eggs which were laid in the sand drift at
Middle Rocks. Because of the cyclonic weath-
er, another nest along the beach near Rainbow
Shores was in danger of being lost with severe
erosion and king tides.
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By Lee McCarthy

The announcement by the Queensland Gov-
ernment that schools will re-open two weeks
later than planned this year has been met with
concern by many working parents in the re-
gion.

The start to the 2022 school year for all stu-
dents from kindergarten to year 10 will now
commence on Monday 7 February however,

-

Cyclone
Seth
surges in

Cyclone Seth caused beach closures
and king tides right across the Co-
oloola Coast with the main beach
closed at Rainbow Beach ringing in
the New Year in an unexpected way.

Roaring winds with massive
swells lashed the sand dunes along
the Coloured Sands causing havoc
for those wanting to cross from Tee-
wah Beach to enjoy the northern
side.

Mudlo Rocks were exposed catch-
ing out some 4WD enthusiasts and
ending in disaster with several top
end vehicles being trashed by the sea
and having to be towed away.

STORY PAGE 2

Cyclone Seth blew in for the new
year, causing beach closures across
the district as a combination of king
tides and strong winds made the
going trecherous.

from 31 January year 11 and 12 students will
undertake remote learning for a week, until
the revised formal start of the school year.
Government has announced schools will be
open earlier for “students experiencing vulner-
ability and those whose parents are essential
workers will be able to attend school and will
be provided supervision on school sites.”
Concerns have been raised within the Co-
oloola Coast community with several parents

choosing to home school this year due to the
mandates.

They held an information session on Tues-
day at the Rainbow Beach Community Centre
Hall for parents wishing to know more about
home schooling and find support for each
other.

Organiser Tina Goodwin said some par-
ents were choosing to leave mainstream
schools, because as unvaccinated parents,

1 on school

they can't volunteer or be involved in their
children’s activities including school excur-
sions, tuckshop, P & C meetings, school help
or sporting events.

She said with the late start planned for the
school year, it has put parents in a difficult po-
sition, so the idea of the community meeting is
to support parents within the community and
learn more about home schooling options.
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If ever there was an exciting start to a
New Year on the Cooloola Coast this,
was it. 2022 will be remembered for the
wonderful fireworks display ringing in
the New Year then being battered by king
tides, Cyclone Seth and wind that would
whip the froth off your cappuccino - sto-
len quote that from Tuppy Modin.

While visitors quickly turned their
attention away from swimming, they
swapped it for a spot on the rocks to
watch the trail of four-wheel drive ve-
hicles negotiating the rocky black road
which even at low tide, was treacherous
leaving several vehicles demolished.

Only the brave tried their luck to
reach Double Island and Teewah from
the Rainbow Beach side with many us-
ing the Freshwater track and timing
their trip so they wouldn't get caught by
the king tides on the southern side of
Double.

While the beach and bay did have
some excitement for a few days, the
coast was lucky not to receive any boat-
ing or beach casualties with people rec-
ognising the danger of the cyclone as it
battered the coastline.

Local businesses again rose to the oc-
casion with food for the holiday hordes
and how grateful we are to live in the
only part of the world which has toilet
paper and fresh produce thanks to our
incredible local business owners!

Thanks to our readers and advertis-
ers for all your support and positive
feedback in 2021 and we look forward
to bringing you more great
stories of our local Co-
oloola Coast in 2022. We
live in a great part of the
world.

-

- Lee McCarthy
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Seth’s beach blow

By Lee McCarthy

Cyclone Seth caused beach closures and king
tides right across the Cooloola Coast with the
main beach closed and swimmers left high
and dry.

Roaring winds with massive swells lashed
the sand dunes along the Coloured Sands
causing havoc for those wanting to cross from
Teewah Beach to enjoy the northern side and
Double Island Point.

The infamous Mudlo Rocks were exposed
ending in disaster for several 4AWD enthusiasts
with some top end vehicles trashed by the sea
and towed away.

Travellers going to K’'gari, Fraser Island on
the tour buses got more than they paid for
with water covering the peninsular on high
tide forcing the buses to drive through water
to reach the barge.

Other holiday makers heading to the island
waited until low tides to take their turn reach-
ing the barge forcing long queues along the
Inskip Road.

Traffic was slowed also due to damage to
the road at the northern end of the point with
Council bringing in an excavator to build up
the road to allow two-way traffic again over the
holiday period.

Those taking the Freshwater Track to reach
Double Island and Teewah were also forced
to queue as king tides reached the banks at
southern entrance to the track.

Holiday makers made the most of the
weather taking prime position on the sand
dunes above the rocks to view the parade of
4WD’s negotiating the stretch of beach well
known for catching out vehicles for decades.

Tin Can Bay reported King Tides covering
parks, gardens and the boat ramp which didn’t
slow the boaties from slipping in their tinnies
for a fish in the protected creeks.

As always, the beach will repair and in a
short time the rocks will be covered again and
the crowds will be streaming along unaware of
the dramatic scenes only months before.
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Cyclone Seth caused beach closures along the eastern coast including Rainbow Beach

One of the 4WD’s who braved Mudlo Rocks and lost and had to be
carted away after being thrashed by Cyclone Seth'’s fury.
Picture: CLAYTONS TOWING

Carey Wallis snapped this photo of 4WD thrill seekers driving across the
exposed Mudlo Rocks at Rainbow Beach on low tide exposed by Cyclone
Seth and the accompanying king tides
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The Inskip Peninsular went underwater forcing
the tour buses to negotiate the barge access
through salty water.
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Parents go cool on school

By Lee McCarthy

The announcement by the Queensland Gov-
ernment that schools will re-open two weeks
later than planned this year has been met with
concern by many working parents in the region.

The start to the 2022 school year for all stu-
dents from kindergarten to year 10 will now
commence on Monday 7 February however,
from 31 January year 11 and 12 students will
undertake remote learning for a week, until
the revised formal start of the school year.

Government has announced schools will be
open earlier for “students experiencing vulner-
ability and those whose parents are essential
workers will be able to attend school and will
be provided supervision on school sites.”

According to the Education Queensland
website: “An essential worker is someone who
provides essential services and who is unable
to work from home. This includes but is not
limited to doctors, nurses and other front-line
medical staff, retail workers, haulage drivers
and police officers.”

Teachers and workers entering education
settings, including schools, kindergartens, and
childcare centres, will need to have received
two doses of the Covid-19 vaccination by 23
January 2022.

Parents who are volunteers or workers at-
tending a school site must be fully vaccinated
for Covid-19 by 23 January 2022.

However according to  Education
Queensland “students of all ages are able to
attend school regardless of their vaccination
status”.

Concerns have been raised within the Co-
oloola Coast community with several parents
choosing to home school this year due to the
mandates.

They held an information session on Tues-
day at the Rainbow Beach Community Centre
Hall for parents wishing to know more about

Tina Goodwin with husband Adrian Van de Vorst is home schooling her children this year and

helping other parents negotiate the process

home schooling and find support for each
other.

Organiser Tina Goodwin said some parents
were choosing to leave mainstream schools,
because as unvaccinated parents, they can't
volunteer or be involved in their children’s ac-
tivities including school excursions, tuckshop,
P & C meetings, school help or sporting events.

She said with the late start planned for the
school year, it has put parents in a difficult po-
sition, so the idea of the community meeting is
to support parents within the community and
learn more about home schooling options.

Tina said they had heard from about 10
families who are interested in the home-
schooling option and while the schooling is
done at home, they have the community cen-
tre and local church as venues to connect and
swap ideas and give each other support.

Prior to the meeting Tina said: “Our chil-
dren are six and four and we are holding the
meeting to connect with other families and
support each other to give our children the

best learning experience while they are young.
We want to keep them grounded.”

“We like to be a part of our children’s edu-
cation but if we can’t do tuck shop, P and C,
excursions, and a good solid part of their edu-
cation as parents, then we can’t be parents to
our full capacity.”

“We don’t want to be drop and run parents
and we want to be involved in our children’s
education and part of the school community
as a whole.”

“We are choosing not to vaccinate as it
is a trial vaccine, it has not been tested even
though the TGA and FDA say it has been. I
have heart disease in the family and I not tak-
ing a chance of getting pericarditis or myocar-
ditis from the trial vaccine.”

“We will not be getting our children vacci-
nated. Queensland health have actually said in
the past, these children are not at risk and now
they are saying children are susceptible to get-
ting Covid and my husband and I are against a
trial vaccine for our children.”

“There are too many inconsistencies with
what Qld Health and the Government are tell-
ing us. At the end of the day, that is my biggest
issue, we need truthful and consistent facts.”

“We have had such good feedback about
the community meeting, and this is not about
vaccinated and unvaccinated, there is a much
bigger picture. “

Tina said families from Rainbow Beach, Tin
Can Bay and Cooloola Cove have expressed in-
terest and said home schooling is easily acces-
sible now with alot of website information and
options available.

Tina and husband Aido, have home
schooled previously with Riverside Christian
College in Maryborough and the enrolment
includes sports day and excursions so children
can mix and socialise.

While they were happy with the school,
they wanted to have a ‘goal set plan’ where you
set your goals depending on the child’s abili-
ties, strengths, and how they learn.

Tina said: “For one of our children, we set
plans for a dive course, bronze medallion,
photography course, surfing, and then used
the curriculum link for maths, english, science
and physical education.”

“It is part of the Queensland Curriculum,
and we get the templates and information from
the Education Queensland website to set short-
and long-term goals for their education.”

She said there are checks and balances for
parents before commencing home schooling
including a suitable study area and learning en-
vironment, and you must sign off on a program.

She said there are now a lot of education
providers offering home schooling options
with Distance Education which send pro-
grams which you follow, or Nature Study Aus-
tralia where you follow the curriculum links.

You can also keep up to date via the Depart-
ment of Education website education.qld.gov.au

By Lee Mccarthy

Only a few short weeks ago, prior to the bor-
der opening, there was the odd unconfirmed
whisper that 'someone’ 'somewhere;’ had
received a positive test for Covid and it was
reason to hide.

Now, it is common talk and many people
claim to know people who have had a con-

they know several people who have tested
positive.
According to the Gympie Police Service,

across the state including in our local com-
munity.

“Most people will be relatively well and
will only have mild symptoms. This means
they will be cared for at home.*

If you become positive with Covid-19 here

are five things you should know:

1. Isolate and ask anyone who lives with you
to get tested and isolate.

firmed positive diagnosis and casually say

cases of Covid-19 are increasing significantly

Covid checklist - five things

The free drive through Covid testing clinic is
now located behind the Gympie Hospital with
access from King Street.

2.You'll be contacted by Queensland Health.
They’ll ask you about your symptoms and
determine if you can care for yourself at
home or if you need care in hospital.

3.Tell people you've recently had contact
with. It’s important they get tested too.

4.You'll most likely be isolating for up to 14
days at home, so organised contactless de-
livery of food and medications by family or

you should know if positive

friends or ordering online.

5. Look after yourself. Keep a symptom di-
ary, look after your mental health and stay
healthy and active at home.

At the time of print there is a free public
drive-through clinic at the Gympie Hospital
from 8am to noon daily with the entrance
from King Street.

You will need to book in your appointment
by phoning 1300 163 044 prior to attendance.

You don't need a doctors referral unless
you require a test for reasons such as over-
seas travel or work in which case you will
need to visit your GP for a referral to a suit-
able clinic.

To check for other locations go to
Queensland Government, Heath Testing
Clinics where you can enter your postcode
and the site will show the closest testing clin-
ics to you and all the details.

There has been a scarcity of Rapid Antigen
Tests (RAT) which can be done from home,
however the Queensland Government have

assured us they are on their way.

You should get a RAT if you have Covid-19
symptoms, find out that you are a close con-
tact or if you need a negative test to leave
home quarantine (e.g. as a close contact or
overseas traveller)

You should only get a Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) test if you have Covid-19
symptoms and cannot get a RAT, are a close
contact and cannot get a RAT or if you need a
Covid-19 test to leave home quarantine and
you cannot get a RAT.

If you have any of the following Covid-19
symptoms, no matter how mild, get tested,
stay home and isolate until you get the result
and your symptoms resolve: fever, cough,
sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose,
headache, fatigue, diarrhoea, vomiting or
nausea, loss of smell and/or taste. Other
symptoms people may experience include
muscle or joint pain, and loss of appetite.

Detailed information is available at www:.
qld.gov.au/health/ihavecovid19

Limited
Vacancies

Focusing on Fun & Education

Proud to be connecting with our community

e Family owned & operated
e Open 7am to 6.30pm

e Queensland Kindergarten Program

e Caring for 15months to 12 years

e Air Conditioned
e \Vacation Care

49 Trevally Street, Tin Can Bay
Phone: 5486 4850

Email: kidsbizztincanbay@gmail.com

Beach Kindy program runs every
week for the Senior Kindy

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
CARE AVAILABLE

|@*==)

FREE BUS TO COOLOOLA COVE AND RAINBOW BEACH

12507762-AV34-21

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY
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Cheeky free campers

By Lee McCarthy

Who can blame the poor campers from across
Australia who arrive at the foreshore at Rain-
bow Beach and decide it’s the perfect spot to
pull up their van and call it a night?

Unfortunately, this salubrious area is a
no-camp zone but there are only a couple of
small easily ignored signs and little deterrent
for tourists in this, and other parks in the area
with police saying its national parks job who
say its council who say its police.

With little reason not to camp, and the
promise of a good wave in the morning, locals
wonder why they bother to pay rates, water
fees and home loans when they too could take
their van to the foreshore to enjoy the million-
dollar views and free showers.

With caravan parks booked out, the much
talked about RV Park strategy still in progress,
and similar issues in Tin Can Bay and Gympie,
what option do they have when they want to
visit one of the best beaches in the world?

Over the current holidays, the cheeky visi-
tors didn't even bother to pretend they weren't
camping with tents still up and tail gates open
long after 8am when the morning surfers took
off for Double Island.

The issue isn't that locals and visitors don’t

want to make the 200 metre trek from home to
get their morning swim, it is the rubbish and
effluent left behind according to reports.

We have been told council has now under-
taken an audit of parking signage at the lower
beach car park and noted several missing signs
which will be reinstated in the near future.

Whether this will make any difference is un-
known, but you can understand the frustration
of the two caravan parks in town who pay huge
rates, water fees, staff and maintenance costs
and must be Covid safe getting a bit peeved off
if they have space available.

The problem is not new to the eastern
seaboard, with Queensland Parks and Wild-
life Service (QPWS) locking up the public car
park at Noosa National Park overnight to deter
overnight visitors.

In Byron Bay, camping in streets and parks
is prohibited, with fines from $110 but to ini-
tiate this regularly in Rainbow Beach would
require officers on duty through the night and
with many campers from oversees, the high
possibility of fines not being paid.

There may be another solution so if you
have one, write to council with your sugges-
tion at council@gympie.qld.gov.au and in-
clude a photo if possible.

Over Christmas illegal campers didn’t even try to hide their million dollar camping spots.

By Lee McCarthy

The Gympie Regional Council is finalising
its Recreational Vehicle (RV) Strategy and if
you would like to have your say, you will need
send your feedback in now.

This is not a new initiative as any travel-
ler knows, with RV Parks across the land, but
they have the added value of offering regions
a great opportunity for to promote them-
selves as a destination of choice for travellers.

There has been much discussion in the
Rainbow Beach Chamber of Commerce
meetings for more than 12 months regard-
ing RV parks with proponents strongly for or
against the idea.

The draft strategy, which is available on
council’s website, focuses on current and
potential RV sites established on Council-
owned or controlled land and focuses on
self-contained recreational vehicles to mini-
mise on-site impacts associated with the use.

In locations where public amenities ex-
ist in relative proximity, self-containment is
less of an issue, provided any grey water and
black water (wastewater) is not discharged to
ground.

The definition of a RV is a ‘A caravan, mo-
torhome or campervan that can hold fresh
water, grey water and black water and has on-
board cooking, sleeping and toilet facilities.’

The strategy identifies several sites for
self-contained RVs and the required stan-
dards.

“Recommendations are based upon the
availability of space, the number of sites,
existing facilities, proximity to other sites,
attractions, townships and minimising envi-
ronmental impacts.”

“There is a trend toward self-contain-
ment, supported by the ‘leave no trace’ code
of conduct promoted by the Campervan and
Motorhome Club of Australia (CMCA) and
the ‘Leave

no Trace Australia’ principles to minimise
impacts in natural areas.”

“Research indicates those who use com-
mercial sites are generally a different group
of travellers from those who use non-com-
mercial sites. Accommodation options to
meet the needs of both types of travellers are
required.”

“Free camping already occurs on an in-
formal basis within Council reserves and on
roadside areas. To ensure that free camp-
ing areas are adequately managed to avoid
adverse social and environmental impacts,
some framework is required to be estab-
lished to define the nature and intensity of
the activity.”

“This strategy focuses solely on the low
cost and free options available on Council
owned or controlled land. In recognition of

the limited infrastructure existing at these
sites, it is necessary to limit the use of the
sites to self-contained RVs to ensure the en-
vironment of the sites is not degraded.

Feedback on several locations was pro-
vided during the public consultation phase,
including possible parks in, Chatsworth Park,
Elgin Vale Sawmill, Gympie Showgrounds RV
Park, Kandanga RV Park, Kilkivan, Rattler
Precinct RV Park and Tin Can Bay.

The proposed Tin Can Bay RV Park site
is the central-eastern portion of Lot 69
CP910971 adjacent to the Gympie Road/Pen-
nycuick Road frontage.

The Tin Can Bay feedback centered on the
need for a free or low-cost RV park at Tin Can
Bay and other parts of the Cooloola Coast
all year round along, an access and maneu-
verability issue with the Tin Can Bay dump
point and it was suggested an additional
dump point should be located on the fore-
shore, which could also accommodate yacht
nomads.

Several possible sites were considered in
the Rainbow Beach area however none were
regarded as being suitable due to a range of
factors including the proximity to, and avail-
ability of, a range of camping and accom-
modation options within the Rainbow Beach
area, the proximity to surrounding sensitive
land uses and the extent of works required to
make the sites suitable for vehicle traffic.

The argument for RV parks is caravan
parks provide a high level of services such
as powered and non-powered sites, show-
ers, toilets and laundry facilities, communal

.-"
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The possibility of an RV park is gettlng closer with feedback required now for suitable Iocatlons have your say

areas, kiosks, as well as potable water and
dump points for the disposal of wastewater.
A number provide extra facilities to attract
tourists including swimming pools, play-
grounds and organised activities.

The draft states that there is evidence that
a trend toward higher density accommoda-
tion such as cabins in caravan parks has
contributed to a reduction in the number of
available casual camping/stopover sites in
some caravan parks.

“This is not the case for all commercial
parks and there are many parks that have
retained sufficient capacity for RVs and have
the ability to cater for larger vehicles or have
specifically targeted the RV market by pro-
viding large spaces, easy access and high-
quality facilities.”

However, within the regions, commercial
caravan parks often booked to capacity dur-
ing peak holiday periods and the utilisation
of council controlled land for the ‘drive tour-
ism market’ would be a bonus for the tour-
ism industry.

According to the Campervan and Mo-
torhome Club of Australia (CMCA) Dollar
Wise Park Network there is a growing trend
for travellers seeking lower cost options with
minimal facilities who may ordinarily avoid
caravan parks if other free or low-cost op-
tions are available.

While there are national parks within the
Gympie Region for RV vehicles to park which
are economical, pets and generators are not
permitted in most camping areas within
QPWS managed areas.

Chance to have your say on the reglon S RV Strategy

A bone of contention with Cooloola Coast
locals is the unauthorised roadside camp-
ing which is prevalent across the Coast, both
within the residential and commercial areas
of the Rainbow Beach township and on the
foreshore areas at Tin Can Bay. These camp-
ervans are usually not self-contained not in
designated locations and with no access to
public amenities.

The recommended action by the Council
is to “Progress actions proposed in this strat-
egy to assist with occurrences of unauthor-
ised camping, such as increasing awareness
of designated camping facilities available,
including RV sites, the installation of consis-
tent signage with clear duration of stay lim-
its, and regular monitoring and enforcement
programs.”

The draft says this should assist in manag-
ing the occurrence of unauthorised camping
in this area.

Other recommendations including waster
water disposal, dump points, water fill sta-
tions, long vehicle parking, legislative re-
quirements are all comprehensively covered
in the draft strategy.

Several comments received were in sup-
port of low-cost RV sites, rather than free
sites indicating most travellers are happy to
pay a small fee where services are provided,

Feedback is required by Monday 31 Janu-
ary 2022, and can be submitted via mail to
PO Box 155, Gympie Qld 4570 or via email to
planningprojects@gympie.qld.gov.au

View the draft strategy at www.gympie.
gld.gov.au/residents/have-your-say
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A beautiful sight to those who use the Bullock Point boat ramp which now has bins.

Bullock has bins!

By Lee McCarthy

To many, it might not seem too exciting
however to those who use Bullock Point
regularly the addition of two wheely bins is
a cause for celebration.

The area is used daily by families, boat-
ies and the Manta Ray Barges and for too
long the cry has been where are the bins?

Unfortunately due to a battle of respon-
sibility, between who owned the road, who
would service the bins and whose pocket it
was coming out of - it has taken a very long
time.

The boat ramp and car park at Bullock
Point were upgraded in May 2018 to include
a three-lane boat ramp, floating walkway
and parking facility to replace the original
facilities which were past their used by date.

The Department of Transport and Main

Roads, in conjunction with the Queensland
Government’s Building in Regions Program
and Gympie Regional Council built the
ramp and car park to relieve congestion at
Carlo Point and offer boaties and families
other options to enjoy the region.

The facility offers improved access to the
stunning waterways of the Cooloola Coast
and has increased the safety for boaties.

The upgrade also included additional
piles for intermittent barge operations and
solar-powered lighting to illuminate the
area at night.

Now that common sense has prevailed,
the well used area now has bins which will
ensure this beautiful area stays pristine and
those who use it will not have to continue to
report the issue.

Thanks Gympie Regional Council for the
bins!

Turtles

By Lee McCarthy

The future of the turtle population is in good
hands with the dedicated team from Cooloola
Coast Care -Turtle Care Rainbow Beach.

It's Turtle Nesting Season and the local Turtle
Care group are seeking public help to report
any turtle track sightings from Inskip Point,
Rainbow Beach, Double Island Point and along
Teewah Beach.

They recently relocated 88 eggs which were
laid in the sand drift at Middle Rocks.

Because of the cyclonic weather, another
nest along the beach near Rainbow Shores was
in danger of being lost with severe erosion and
king tides.

The team relocated 80 eggs from this nest to
the dunes further toward Inskip.

Jan from Turtle Care is asking everyone to
share the message to 4WD drivers to stop driv-
ing on our dunes.

“If you drive the beach this should only be
done at low tide so you don't have to drive on
the dunes. “

“If you see a turtle nesting or find eggs,
please don't relocate, as only those authorised
are able to relocate turtle eggs. “

“Senseless driving on the dunes not only
adds to erosion but endangers the turtle nests.“

She said because Mudlo Rocks are impass-
able more people are driving along the Inskip
beach.

“It’s great to enjoy but drivers have to look
after it too. It's a very fragile shoreline.“

“Each day I drive this beach at low tide to
check any turtle activity and collect the debris
washed ashore. “

Jan said it was great to see people collecting
rubbish along their daily walks.

“There’s a wonderful couple who also walk
part of this stretch of beach each morning and
collect rubbish - great job!“

Any track sightings please call Joan on 0407
810510 or Jan on 0429 481 490 from Turtle Care

safe

A meticulous operation from dedicated turtle
enthusiasts Murray and Joan collecting the
eggs from the nest at Middle Rocks.

NE‘ i ' S
Relocated and safe turtle eggs looked after by
volunteers. Pictures: JAN WATERS

Murray, Joan, Pam and Jan from Cooloola
Coastcare-Turtle Care turtle egg relocation
team.

www.accommodationrainbowbeach.com.au

s rouony Bacuboor Beack

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION CENTRE

Accommodation Rainbow Beach offers a broad range
of luxury, mid range and affordable beachside holiday
houses and units to suit all tastes and needs. Less than an
hour from Gympie! Book your next escape today.

Phone: 07 5486 3411 or visit:

Contact us today for all your property needs:
Rainbow Beach Sales: Dee and Andy White on 0411 093 389
Cooloola Cove/Tin Can Bay Sales: Debra Mason on 0409 764 879

Holiday Letting: Katie Winzar on 5486 3411

Permanent Rentals: Kim Mcliroy on 5486 3411 and
Tania Blggers on 0474 002 394

*Residential Sales

* Permanent Rentals

o —

Cooloola Coast

REALTY

* Holiday Accommodation

12510643-HC40-21
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An incredible effort by Mark Cull one of 60 cyclists who raised $175,000 riding 400 km over three days for the Suncorp

Tour de Cure.

Mark Cull proud to be able to help raise vital funds to support the

researchers, surgeons and clinicians who dedicate their lives to finding a

cure for cancer.

Incredible effort for the ill

By Lee McCarthy

Dedicated cyclist and local businessman Mark
Cull entered Queensland’s three-day bike ride
for Spirit to Cure late last year, run by Tour De
Cure to raise money to support cancer.

Organised by Suncorp, the event includ-
ed riding through stunning scenery from
Toowoomba to Brisbane via Warwick and Ip-
swich.

Attracting 60 riders and an entourage of
safety specialists the entire team were trans-
ported from Brisbane to Toowoomba ahead of
day one of the tour.

The riders covered from 315km to 400km
each with 2900m of elevation raising $175,000
with Mark raising $4800 thanks to his generous
supporters.

Mark said there was stringent testing of
each rider’s health and fitness in the months

prior to the ride, with entrants required to
complete a 16-week training program in the
lead up.

Each rider was tested to ensure they had
the necessary fitness, skills, and ability to
complete the course safely with an emphasis
on hydration, nutrition, training, and skill to
complete the grueling ride.

“I'have done a lot of racing, but this is by far
the most organised event I have been in, and
we had so much support,” he said.

“They tracked our training, and we did as-
sessments before the event and it’s very con-
trolled to ensure safety to us and others.

“There were 25 riders in each group with
a support car in front and behind with three
medics and radio operators to hold traffic, so
they made it immensely safe for us and we
were able to just concentrate on our riding.

“Our group took the longer route which is
for more experienced and faster riders who
completed the challenge rides and rode up to
140 km a day.”

Mark said they had a big compliance list in-
cluding new tyres and a pre mechanical before
the event and had a mechanic on the support
team.

“We had early starts, with some of the crew
and a minivan going ahead to set up morning
tea and visits along the way to promote the
ride and we even had a coffee van.

“Each night there were speakers and we
donated money in each town including a $10k
donation to the Toowoomba pediatric hospi-
tal and donations to the Warwick and Ipswich
hospitals.”

He said on the final day they rode from Ip-
swich to Brisbane’s Southbank where an event
and roadshow had been organised for the rid-

ers and back up team.

“I was bit tired, but it was exhilarating be-
ing with like-minded people from all walks of
life and it makes you realise how widespread
cancer is.

“Everyone on the ride had a personal story
to tell. A lot of sad stories but some great sto-
ries too.”

Tour de Cure raises vital funds to support
the researchers, surgeons and clinicians who
dedicate their lives to finding a cure for cancer.

According to Tour de Cure, to date they
have raised $75 million, funded 563 cancer
projects, educated 175,000 school children on
how to prevent cancer and contributed to fifty
scientific cancer breakthroughs.

If you wish to help or be involved the web-
site is Spirit to Cure website https://spirit-to-
cure.com.au/

Council fixed the scouring from the recent king tides /cyclone event at Inskip Point last week
and are asking for feedback if you notice flood damage which needs repair.

Roads needing repairs?

By Lee McCarthy

As flood waters recede the true extent of the
damage to the regions infrastructure will be
revealed.

While crews will spend the next couple of
days assessing damage it may take some time
to reach some of the more remote locations.

To help Gympie Regional Council out, and
to capture damages in our isolated locations,
Council has set up a dedicated email address
for residents

your infrastructure is safe. You may see road

in those areas to send images and infor-
mation about infrastructure damage. This
includes damage to roads and other assets.

If you wish to send something in, send it
to floodingdamage@gympie.qld.gov.au.

It is Council’s responsibility to ensure

closed signage up for several days after flood
water recedes.

Please remember to follow road signage
and drive to the conditions.

91.5FM HAS YOUR SUMMER COVERED WITH POSITIVE MESSAGES AND GREAT MUSIC!
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07 5489 8000
69 Monkland Street, Gympie

Into Summer with us!
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CENTURY 21 07 5488 0734

Platinum Agents 5a, 1 Dolphin Ave, Tin Can Bay
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The Inskip Point Recreation Clean Up Australia Day crew will be camping at Natone again this year for the weekend.

Help clean up the C

By Lee McCarthy

Clean up Australia Day is held each year on the
first weekend in March, with many commu-
nity groups jumping in to help.

This year, in the Cooloola Coast Region you
can join in with the Inskip Point Recreational
Clean Up, the Cooloola 4WD Club or the Rain-
bow Beach Surf Club.

The Inskip Point Recreational area clean-up
team are meeting on Saturday 5 March at 8am
at the MV Natone campground and Site Super-

visor is Peter White.

The team come every year to help remove
rubbish from Inskip Point and they will be on-
site all weekend.

The clean-up starts on Saturday at 8.30am
with lunch at 1lam followed by afternoon
clean-up for late arrivals and whoever is keen
to help in the afternoon session.

They start again Sunday 8.30 to 11am and
this is followed by thank you barbeque.

Organisers will be camping from Friday
night to Sunday at MV Natone with a signpost

on the roadway pointing to the camping area
and registration desk

The Cooloola 4WD Club, are a local, com-
munity-minded group of 4WD enthusiasts
based in Gympie who are again helping clean
up the region’s beaches

The meet up time is 8am on Sunday 6th
March at 8am at entrance to the Freshwater
Track on the Rainbow Beach Road.

A barbeque and sausage sizzle will be held
at the rest area before the beach and the Site
Supervisor is Meredith Vincent

Come amd say hello ond.-
pYjoy-our mew-deck!=—,

Coffee and cake evegydéy from 10am
overlooking the ocean!

8 COOLOOLA COAST TODAY Friday, 14 January, 2022

Club open from
10:00am daily till late

Lunch everyday from 11:30am — 2:00pm
Dinner everyday from 5:30pm - 8:00pm
Breakfast Sundays from 8:00am - 10:00am

Phone: 07 5486 3249
www.rainbowbeachsurf.com.au

Jump in and get involved by helping to clean
up the beach and bush around your home this
year by registering with Clean Up Australia Day.

oast

The Rainbow Beach Surf Life Saving Club
will this year concentrate on Teewah Beach
and will meet on Sunday 6 March from 9:30am
to 2.30pm at Teewah Beach.

Site Supervisor is Deidre Seeley, Surf Sports
/Youth Development Officer, Rainbow Beach
Surf Club

For further information on joining a group
for Clean Up Australia Day or co-ordinating
your own team go to www.cleanupaustra-
liaday.org.au/join-a-clean-up where you can
connect with each site supervisor.

Nl




WEEKLY SPECGIALS

On Sale Wed 12th Jan to Tue 18th Jan 2022. While stocks last. Visit iga.com.au for more info.

Sanitarium Up & Go
6x250mL Selected Varieties

$3.21 per Litre

ICE I.' FII A A

I:-';'.' i plla

Bulla Creamy Classics 4 ea

Ice Cream 2 Litre or
4 Pack Selected Varieties

Birds Eye Oven Bake Fish
Fillets 425g Selected Varieties

$11.76 per kg

Pepsi or Solo

1.25 Litre
Selected Varieties
$1.04 per Litre

Uncle Tobys Muesli Bars
185g, Oat or Protein Balls
84g Selected Varieties

i

Greenseas Tuna 95g
Selected Varieties

$11.58 per kg

SAVE $1.10

PORK LOIN CHI]PS

I \‘W/

Serving Suggestion

BUY THIS
TOSUPPORT

VISIT iga.com.au or CALL 1800 622 579

for details of your nearest store and other great offers

n LIKE US IGAAustralia .' SUBSCR'BE tg receive the latest offers

and promotions iga.com.au/newsletter

Savings are off regular prices. In certain stores, some regular prices have been reduced to ensure you
receive the lowest competitive price so savings shown may differ from the actual saving in your store.
Price Match at participating stores only. Prices matched weekly to Woolworths or Coles everyday shelf
price, excludes specials. Terms and conditions apply. To find out more, visit iga.com.au/pricematch.
Specials not available at IGA X-press. Liquor products available only at IGA Plus Liquor stores. Some

items may not be available at all stores. We reserve the right to limit purchases to reasonable quantities.
Commercial quantities not supplied. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct printing
errors. Pricing and specials not available via 3rd party online delivery platforms.

Coca-Cola
24x375mL
Selected Varieties
$2.18 per Litre

*19¢0

SAVE $12.40

1/2 PRICE SPECIALS ON NOW
SCAN & SUBSCRIBE TO SAVE!

Sorbent Silky White Embossed or 3 ply
Hypo-Allergenic Pure White Rolls 12 Pack
25¢ per 100 sheets12517792-SG03-22

Dynamo Laundry
Liquid 1.8 Litre
Selected Varieties
$5.56 per Litre

Save Time Shop Local

RAINBOW BEACH IGA
: Rainbow Beach Road, Rainbow Beach :
: Phone 5486 8700 | Open: 6am — 8pm 7 days :

TIN CAN BAY IGA
: 46 Gympie Road, Tin Can Bay :
: Phone 5488 0084 | Open: 6am — 7pm 7 days :

12517792-SG03-22

Friday, 14 January, 2022 COOLOOLA COAST TODAY 9



NEWS GympieToday.com.au

Oh what a night and what a capture by Garry Hewitt of the New Years Eve fireworks at Rainbow Beach sponsored by the The blustery wind made it hard to capture according to photographer

Gympie Regional Council

Garry Hewitt

2022 arrives with a b '

By Lee McCarthy

There are not many better ways to say goodbye
to 2021 than with a fantastic fireworks display
over the water, live music and lots of great food
and cold drinks.

The excitement was contagious and it
wasn't only the little ones who had the best
time.

Hundreds of locals and tourist lined the
parks and the beaches looking for the best
spot to enjoy the entertainment while others
enjoyed the show from balconies and nearby
restaurants who were all booked out.

The fireworks were sponsored and organ-
ised by the Gympie Regional Council and
the consensus amongst onlookers was that it
needs to be an annual event.

The main street was closed giving business-
es the opportunity to use the space for patrons
until the fireworks finished at 9.30pm when
the guards came down and the street returned
to normal.

The Rainbow Beach Hotel took advantage
of the street closure to host it’s street party
from the back of a truck facing the pub with
live music from Cool Lula.

A great night with fantastic vibes and a huge
amount of gratitude that Rainbow Beach got to
enjoy such a fine show!

e

e R TR RN

- rrﬂlm-“-: 1Je

Live entertainment from Cool Lula from the Rainbow Beach hotel

RAINBOW BEACH FAMILY Ll
FISHING CLASSIC & EXPO 2022 ;Mﬁm@m&w\i

*Kids Dag | *Veterans Dag | *Ladies Dag | *Coancillor's Cook Off PRIZES

*Major Sponsors! *Major Prizes!

PROMOTIONS

WATCH THIS SPACE...

2022 REGISTRATION FORM - RELEASE DATE COMING TO YOU SOON. r f
3 For info email: fish@rainbowsportsclub.com.au | P: (07) 5486 3191 54 TURDE®
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Art es

By Lee McCarthy

Belinda Williams is delightful soul with a pas-
sion for painting, a desire to share her skills
with others and is about to launch her second
online art academy.

Now based in Cooloola Cove, Belinda’s
online Outback Art Academy begins on 24
January and features eight modules within the
course teaching a range of methods to whet
your artistic appetite.

Belinda has been painting professionally
for 23 years and is predominantly a waterco-
lourist who paints on a private commission
basis working to a brief.

A farmer’s daughter from Moree, Belinda
said she had a dream from a young age of
becoming an Australian artist and while she
didn’t tell anyone she knew she was going to
doit.

Belinda said last year her world changed
when she saw a post by a friend on social me-
dia detailing how she was feeling with the on-
set of CV-19.

“When I saw her post, it was my call to ac-
tion and that night I started writing the body
of the work, the content, and I delivered an on-
line painting course, called ‘IsoArtEscape’ 12
days after this conversation.”

“I always relish time alone in my studio, so
it was a perfect time for knuckling right down
with few interruptions. If it hadn’'t been for CV-
19 I'would not have had been gifted the oppor-
tunity to write the content and create online
learning.”

“I couldn’t believe how by choosing to do
one painting to relieve the stress, anxiety, and
depression, she was able to take away her wor-
ries and feel instantly better for being creative
on that one chosen evening.”

“It was amazing to witness her evolve, as
she felt she was very much a contemporary
abstract artist and surprised herself as she did
not know what she had inside herself.”

She said so much goodness, expansion, and
courage came from IsoArtEscape with com-
plete strangers feeling comfortable to share
and exchange conversation around mental
health.

“I have always loved teaching, both adults
and children in-person-workshops and adore
nurturing children who want to be creative.”

“People were contacting me to learn to
paint online, and I enjoyed the growth of 52
students online during the course who were
ready to paint and overcome their fears and
become more comfortable with their brushes,
paper, colour and application.”

“They developed the belief that they could
produce beautiful paintings with practice and
guidance.”

Belinda said for her, teaching is such a
beautiful experience where she is able to wit-
ness the artistic transformation of her stu-
dents which was truly extraordinary.

Although a full-time practicing artist Belin-
da said she wanted to give people the opportu-
nity, if they are ready, to paint as she really sees
creativity as an opportunity for people to have
more of a relationship to self.

“I'wanted this course to be affordable to ev-

The girl from the bush loves the outback and
Australian scenes are her passion in Outback
Art Academy.

eryone and people be able to step into if they
felt the need to create art but didn't know how.”

The course costs $197 for the full course of
eight lessons where you will be creating fun
artworks with subjects relating to Australia.

You will learn how to mix colours, draw
with charcoal, mixed media, water colour and
acrylic and classic pen and ink once you have
purchased you can come back and revisit any
of the lessons at any time.

Belinda said it is an achievable step-by-step
guidance suitable for beginners or for those
who have their box of paints stashed in the
back cupboard and want to get their confi-
dence back.

This is the first delivery of Outback Art
Academy, and the programs will continue if
you wish to increase your knowledge.

“I love connecting to country which is part
of my outlet and remote travel continues to in-
spire me.”

“I have designed this course for those who
are time poor. The lessons are designed to al-
low you to step into gaining confidence, hav-
ing fun, and leaning into a style of painting
that suits you.”

All you need to bring is your openness to
play, so if you are a beginner, are seeking a
refresher or looking to learn new techniques,
these classes are for you.

Find Belinda at www.outbackartacademy.
com

the Coast

oy L Y

"‘" F !
Artist Belinda Williams will be starting online art courses next week and can’t wait to inspire
others.

YOUR LOCAL AGENT.

rainbowbeachrealty.com.au

Andrew Hawkins | Principal % -
07 5486 3900 Hacnbows Heack
o @ 0408 736 711 ejudsun Faoikt

0 4/12 Rainbow Beach Road, Rainbow Beach -

12521312-BL48-21
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By Drew Gardiner and Ash Little

Queensland summers! Hot, stormy, windy,
king tides and as I type — flooding rains across
the greater Wide Bay Region. For some, this al-
most feels like a normal summer weather pat-
tern that’s been absent for many years.

December started with the expected steady
increase in quality crab captures that only
improved over the month. The most success-
ful crabbers were those that maintained fresh
baits and continually moved their pots, alter-
nating from the upper reaches of creeks and
drains to the deeper ledges and drop offs.

Our four pot bags of mullet heads and fresh
fish frames have been a hands down winner
as the go-to-bait. We recommend using heads
and frames rather than heavily fleshed baits
like whole mullet or fillets. Fleshy baits are an
attractant for baitfish and toadfish and in only
afew short hours, your fleshy bait will be noth-
ing but a skeleton at best. Perfectly ‘cut’ holes
in the pot mesh and an absence of bait can al-
most always be put down to those pesky deep-
sea toads that love a good flesh bait.

We had numerous reports of people
claiming to have had pots raided, stolen and
slashed. While it is disappointing to hear this,
we remind everyone to ensure your pots re-
main covered on the low tide. There isn't much
we haven't seen in our thirty years commer-
cially fishing, and often, our trail cams have
captured the culprits as big eagles (tend to tear
pots open from the top), while wild dogs, and
feral pigs will drag your pots well into the man-
groves.

King tides, combined with increased tidal
surge create massive currents and will drag
lighter pots well away from their set point.
For those very few people that may be doing
the wrong thing, be prepared to smile for the
many cameras that are set. QLD Fisheries Of-
ficers conduct regular monitoring as do many
locals.

The persistent hot, humid days and after-
noon storms, saw the Mangrove Jack feeding
very aggressively in the lead up to Christmas
and again after New Year’s. We time our an-
nual Mangrove Jack competition specifically
around a two-week window commencing
from Boxing Day. Many of the Jack’s caught
this season have been from land-based loca-
tions and fisho’s that have never hooked up to
a Jack before. Customers that took the time to
listen to our advice on bait and tackle selec-
tion, bait presentation and locations, have
been pleasantly rewarded.

Soft plastics like Zman Pop Frogz and Zer-
ek Prawns have worked well when combined
with weedless jig heads to minimise snag ups.
Fishing structure is key. Mangrove roots, pon-
toons, pylons and under moored boats will al-

And that’s a wrap...

Amy with a solid 46cm Mangrove Jack on 8lb line.

ways be a haven for quality Mangrove Jack. If
you are catching bream, then there is a good
chance you are in the zone. It might be time to
upsize your bait to get past the bream pickers.

Dead baits floated whole such as diver
whiting, pilchards, flicker mullet and herring
have been getting smoked. Common by-catch
for those targeting Jack’s include Barramundi,
quality cod and big grunter. Be aware it is cur-
rently a closed season for Barramundi. There
are several ways to rig up for Mangrove Jack
and our team are always happy to discuss your
options based upon the gear you have and
your experience level. Our goal is to put our
customers onto the fish.

The lead up to New Years and the New
Moon saw the fishing slow down a little. Cool-
er temperatures and minimal tidal run can re-
quire a change of strategy. Walking sand flats
around Carlo and Inskip produced some qual-

et

ity whiting and flathead. Making the effort to
walk away from the holiday makers enjoying
a swim definitely improved catch rate. MMD
Splash Prawns, NOMAD Dart Wings and BASS-
DAY Sugapen surface poppers all worked well
for the lure fishos.

If you've never tried flicking surface lures
to target whiting you might be very surprised
at just how aggressive big summer whiting
can be. Bait fishos had greatest success using
freshly pumped yabbies and our live beach
worms. One little tip worth trying when using
our live worm is to increase your hook size.
Step up to a larger long shank hook and load
it up with a whole worm. There’s no need to
make it look pretty! In the estuary this can be
an irresistible take for big flathead and even
pelagics like trevally. This same strategy is very
popular with seasoned fisho’s targeting Jewfish
in the surf.

Offshore fishing and beach fishing was
completely shut down as we welcomed TC
Seth. Despite lingering almost 500km’s off the
coast, the powerful easterly swell combined
with King tides, caused rapid beach erosion.
Wide Bay Bar wave rider buoy was recording
average wave heights of 3.5 metres and peak
waves exceeding 7 metres. The short respite
will see offshore fishing fire and we look for-
ward to providing all the updates as our char-
ter operators get back to doing what they do
best.

If you're in the market for a new Alvey Reel,
be sure to come into Gardiner Fisheries. Con-
tinuing until the end of January, every pur-
chase of an Alvey Reel gives you a chance to
spin up our ‘Alvey Deck Winch of Fortune’. We
have over $1000 in store vouchers and prizes
on the wheel, including Alvey Spotters sun-
glasses and an Alvey Akubra hat both valued
at $300 each.

r J'
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\\ GARDINER FISHERIES

~ Rainbow Beach

. BULKICE

LE

~ All your offshore, inshore & beach fishing needs

" DRIVE THRU SERVICE

® The largest selection of fresh bait in Qld ¢ Fresh live bait dai
e Live worms, yabbies ¢ Bulk bait ® Firewood ¢ Gas refills
* Quality tackle ¢ Quality bait direct from commercial fisherman

12531094-HC03-22

18 years local commercial fishing experience - come and see Drew!
Normal Trading Hours: 6am - 5pm 7 days
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Tin Can Bay Locals Mick and David AKA The Gaff twins trying their Iuck on the ‘Alvey Deck Winch
of Fortune’.
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Dan, Norm and Matt with a Boxing Day Mud crab.

Is catching Tailor your thing? Well stay
tuned in to our Facebook page. 2022 will see
Gardiner Fisheries hold our Inaugural Tailor
Championship. The interest from eager fisho’s
and sponsors has been HUGE, and the prize
pool will make your eyes pop. After an awe-
some 2021 tailor season we know the competi-
tive rivalry will be fierce.

We hope all our customers, visitors to our
region and our readers had a safe, healthy, and
relaxing New Year. Thank-you to everyone that
has supported our family business grow dur-
ing testing times and we look forward to seeing
you throughout 2022.

For the best local bait, product range and
genuine local knowledge drop in and see the
team at Gardiner Fisheries. 6AM — 5PM 7days.
Find us on the corner of Carlo and Karoonda
Roads, Rainbow Beach, on the way to the Carlo
Point boat ramp. Just look for our orange flash-
ing light. Jason with his monster mud crab.

ckle shop
o &“shmg needs,
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TIN CAN BAY : * On water 24hr fuel
= ¢ Full range of chandlery

Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580 | ph-(07) 5486 4744 ' * Paints & antifouls
e-chandlery@bigpond.com | www.tcbchandlery.com.au n ¢ Bait » Tackle ¢ Ice * LPG

THE CHANDLERY

Shop 1 The Marina, Emperor St
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Big Australia Day planne

By Lee McCarthy

Australia Day seems to have been a little over-
looked this year with Christmas and New Year
celebrations, floods, Covid and associated
school holiday festivities.

Traditionally the day has been one of over-
the-top exuberance with an abundance of Aus-
sie flags flapping up and down the beach and
snags and lamb flying off the shelves.

While the real meaning of the day is not lost
on most who celebrate with heartfelt pride, it
is also fantastic to have a public holiday in the
middle of the week to chill out after the back to
work drudge. Of course, an important part of
the day is The Australian Honours and Awards
which recognise outstanding service and con-
tributions of Australians in our region.

Recipients of the awards come from all walks
of life and while some are well-known, the ma-
jority are unsung heroes.

The awards being presented this year by the
Gympie Regional Council are Citizen of the Year
Award, Young Citizen of the Year Award, Cre-
ative Award, Sports Award and the Community
Group, Event or Organisation of the Year Award.
In entertainment, most venues contacted were
having a quiet one however the Rainbow Beach
Sports Club will be celebrating this year with
free barefoot bowls, live entertainment, free en-
try to the Aquatic Centre, free tennis court and
equipment hire (one hour play only), prizes for
best dressed and random giveaways and raffles
and a BBQ lunch out on the deck. Keep an eye
on the Gympie Regional Council website for the
regions Australia Day Awards event. Join in the FREE fun at the Rainbow Beach Sports Club this Australia Day with free bowls, pool entry, music, tennis and lots of giveaways.

Kids welcome to join the
Summer Reading Club

By Lee McCarthy = Sign up to the Summer Reading Club
= Get the Summer Reading Club pack

P o s | —

If you are looking for a distraction for your .
children, the Gympie Libraries Summer ™ Getreading!
Reading Club is on again, and it is a fun, = Visit one of our libraries again and show
free program where you can keep reading staff your reading bookmark or challenge
through the summer! sheet to get a prize entry ticket

I Spy a roomful of stories for you to choose = Fill out and return the entry ticket
from. Join thg challenge and read a variety of . Keep reading for more prize entries
books and discover new authors, genres, or D load the Reading Chall h
illustrators. = Download the Reading Challenge here or

- . . . . collect from your local library.

Visit one of the Gympie Regional Libraries . .
and sign up to the Summer Reading Club. Get  * Entry and prizes are open to children only.
abookmark to start your challenge. There are Abreakup party will be held at the Gympie
regular prizes to be won. Simply read, read, Library at 10am on Friday, 21 January 2022.
read, come into one of our libraries, show Visit https://library.gympie.qld.gov.au/kids-
your reading bookmark or reading challenge and-youth/summer-reading-club for further

check sheet, and fill out an entry form. information. :
Here’s how you can join: Families can also register at Summer Dive into the Rainbow Beach or Tin Can Bay Libraries for some summer reading. Pictured is Dr
= Visit one of Gympie Regional Libraries Reading Club to join in online competitions. ~ Suzié Starfish entertaining children with her latest book.
a e s e rv I c e s 12510330-CG36-21
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Have fun, meet friends and save lives while learning water safety with the Rainbow Beach Surf Life Saving Club.

Surf club bronze camp

By Lee McCarthy k

The Rainbow Beach Surf Life Saving Club is
holding its Intensive Bronze/SRC Camp this
weekend with participants gaining the creden-
tials to skills to rescue and save lives on our
beaches.

The aim of these courses is to provide an in-
tensive, structured, and fun training program
for those interested in becoming an active
member within the Rainbow Beach Surf Life
Saving Club.

Participants will gain Surf Life Saving and
Nationally recognised awards and allow them
to become part of a valued community organ-
isation.

The awards available to participate in are the:
= Bronze Medallion: Certificate 11 in public
safety (Aquatic Rescue) for boys and girls 15
years and older. Participants in this course
need to complete a 400m pool swim in under
nine minutes.

Surf Rescue Certificate for boys and girls
with a minimum age of thirteen years of age
who need to complete a 200m pool swim in
less than five minutes.

Those participating in either course, and
who are fourteen years and over, will also re-
ceive a Senior First Aid Certificate.

If your child is keen to be involved the full
bronze/SRC live in camp cost is $325 Cost
Full Bronze/SRC ‘live in’ camp - $325 and
includes a new Electronic Training Manual,
full patrol uniform, patrol cap, club togs,
hi-vis safety rash shirt & ‘graduation dinner
plus all food and accommodation for the
week.

Without volunteers’ these courses would
not be possible as they require a significant
amount of time commitment from our volun-
teer trainers, assessors, and water safety offi-
cers.

The club is asking that all participants com-
mit to a minimum of two seasons of rostered
patrols/water safety duties for Rainbow Beach
Surf Club upon completion of their respective
awards.

If you are interested in being involved in life
saving, as a member, a volunteer or a nipper
please contact Kelly at the Club Office on 07
5486 3249 or email surf@rainbowbeachsurf.
com.au Learning to drive the IRB is just one of the fun things you get to do once you are qualified.
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