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Swell time fuelled bl
On the very occasional day the weather .
doesn't always turn out, but that never Previously unreleased state government docu-
stops the groms from making the most ments prove that official complacency fueled
fourb & iful surf. This i & k- the fires which devastated most of Fraser Is-
ofour beautitul surf. This image was ta land over six weeks of uncontrolled destruc-
en by Rainbow Beach local and Cooloola tion last year.
Coast To.day reporter Lee MCC?‘”hY ona The documents, obtained by ABC News un-
recent trip to Double Island Point. der Right to Information laws provide detailed
MORE PICTURES PAGE 16 information proving that senior Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Service staff did not care
enough to protect island ecosystems, includ-
ing rainforest and animal species believed to
have been decimated by the blaze.
As first reported in Gympie Today, the fires
burned for six weeks, with no serious action
taken to control them during most of this time.

= The state government said at the time that
its response, or lack of it, was based on “expert
advice.”
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‘Carnage’ risk

After living in Rainbow Beach for 29 years and
being a regular user of the Rainbow Beach
Road, Tony Stewart has seen many near miss-
es and bad accidents. He is disturbed by the
behaviour on the road, he is upset about the
fatalities and believes if something isn't done
very soon, there will be more carnage.

“We have seen the demand for passing
lanes increase to the point I felt the need to do
something, so I contacted our local member
Tony Perrett, and he sponsored the proposal
for a petition for a safer passage to Rainbow
Beach,” Mr Stewart said.

Bede Moyle from Maroochydore with a fitting board at Double Island.
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Nasty beach brawl

By Rose Astley

Residents and visitors alike were left mortified
over the weekend after a fight between a young
crowd broke out on the beach at Double Island
Point.

In a video posted to Facebook group 'Dou-
ble Island Point, a group of young men and
women can be seen punching and kicking one

another in an argument which had spectator
Julia Rose baffled.

“Trying to enjoy a beautiful day in gods
country was a little tough on Saturday with this
going on,“ Ms Rose said in her Facebook post.

“Absolutely disgraceful behaviour... Fights
breaking out and bottles getting tossed... Just
so dangerous.”

Hundreds of commenters were left ap-
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palled by the video, with many worried about
such actions impacting the future of visitors
on Double Island.

It comes after a recent spat of poor behav-
iour has been captured on our beaches, in-
cluding an 11-year-old filmed doing donuts
as his mother filmed and a large gathering
of people participating ‘bushdoof’ complete
with unsafe 4WD antics.

BOOK YOUR
BUCKET LIST
ADVENTURE
TODAY

A still from the video of a nasty brawl on Double
Island, posted by Julia Rose to Facebook.
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Bad news for campers

It is important for visitor destinations
like the Cooloola Coast to be welcoming
and friendly, while also protecting the
tranquility enjoyed by all the people who
have committed to living here. But the
good will of residents and the majority of
visitors has been worn down recently by
some shockingly ill-mannered behavior.

Nobody wants heavy handed action
by councils or police on issues that do
not affect most of us, but something has
to be done about people who come here
and show no respect for people or the en-
vironment.

At Teewah, for example, we have re-
ports of brawling, on top of reports of
dangerous hooning in vehicles and an-
ecdotal reports of seriously unwelcome
behavior - including camp site invasions
and all the problems we might expect at
an overcrowded paid campsite without
toilets.

This issue also reports on beachfront
campers in the Rainbow Beach car park,
a phenomenon no-one objected to until
people walking their dogs on a track be-
hind the beach found their way impeded
by the sight and smell of toilet paper and
even human excrement.

And while everyone likes to throw a
ball for an enthusiastic dog, or watch their
petrun unimpeded, attacks on those very
dogs by larger ones uncontrolled by their
owners have left many residents welcom-
ing council action to enforce leash laws,
hopefully with a gentle touch.

People, residents and visitors alike, go
to Cooloola to get away, to

feel free. Gl
Then an irresponsible =
few teach us that we need !
authority, even here. N
- Arthur Gorrie
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Extra lanes urgen

By Lee McCarthy

After living in Rainbow Beach for 29 years and
being a regular user of the Rainbow Beach
Road, Tony Stewart has seen many near misses
and bad accidents.

He is disturbed by the behaviour on the
road, he is upset about the fatalities and be-
lieves if something isn’t done very soon, there
will be more carnage.

“We have seen the demand for passing
lanes increase to the point I felt the need to do
something, so I contacted our local member
Tony Perrett, and he sponsored the proposal
for a petition for a safer passage to Rainbow
Beach,” Mr Stewart said.

Gympie MP Tony Perrett said planning
should start now on Tin Can Bay Road overtak-
inglanes.

“The Minister should be aware of this issue.
I keep bringing it to his attention. I have raised
it numerous times in correspondence, ques-
tions in the Parliament, and in Parliamentary
speeches,” Mr Perrett said.

“There is no way the Minister doesn’t know
how much the community is concerned about
this.

“We have had some small victory in secur-
ing a $50,000 commitment in TMR’s budget
this year for planning works for overtaking
lanes on Tin Can Bay Road.

“Everyone would rather be building than
talking about this matter. Planning should
start now and not delayed. We need to know
that this won’t be pushed out, done at the last
minute, or deferred.

“I have written to the Minister asking when
that planning will commence. I've also asked
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The recent spate of crashes along the Tin Can Bay Road have prompted local MPs to move for a

safer road.

whether they will be undertaking community
consultation and if so when. People deserve to
know that they are being heard. They deserve
to know their roads will be made safe.”

Below is the Petition for a safer road:

TO: The Honourable the Speaker and Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland

Queensland residents draws to the atten-
tion of the House the need for a safer passage
on the State controlled road from Gympie to Tin
Can Bay and Rainbow Beach on the Cooloola
Coast. Statistics show this road is the second
most dangerous road in Wide Bay, marginally
behind the Bruce Highway. There has been 14
deaths between 2011 and 2018 and 312 crashes
between 2001 and 2019, equating to one crash
every three weeks.

Your petitioners, therefore, request the
House to ensure the upgrade of the road from

Gympie to Tin Can Bay and Rainbow Beach and
to provide a proper and safe passage for resi-
dents and tourists as a matter of urgency.

Tony spends about two days a week at the
caravan parks, car wash and Inskip Point speak-
ing to people and getting signatures.

Tony said: “People say it's inexperience but
the people I am talking to are very experienced.
They have done a lot of travelling, some around
Australia a few times. I believe about 95% of the
caravanners will pull off if they could.”

“We want people to come back here and at
the moment people are choosing to go down
the coast as this road is too dangerous which is
hurting our tourism.”

Tony needs 10,000 signatures and is ask-
ing people to go online and sign the petition.
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/apps/E-
Petitions/Home/Sign/3511

CARTOON
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Camps blitz

Gympie Regional Council has cracked
down on illegal campers at Rainbow
Beach and on people with unrestrained
dogs on the beach.

Residents say many car park campers
appeared to be escaping Covid restric-
tions in Brisbane and interstate and had
opted to park their camper vehicles in the
beachfront car park.

Their presence had led to objections
after some residents found toilet paper
and human excrement along one track
behind the beach, near the north end of
the car park.

Others had found similarly unpleas-
ant evidence of beach camping in some
spots slightly further to the north.

At the same time, a council inspector
warned dog owners on the beach to keep
their animals on leashes, after a number
of incidents of unrestrained dogs attack-
ing other dogs on the beach. Similar news
of unhygienic camping at Teewah had led
to calls for provision of toilets, along with
continuing concerns about bad behav-
iour from drivers and campers.

b 2 CALL 0448 883 442
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The Fraser Island bushfire as photographed for Gympie Today, two days after premier Annastacia Palaszczuk told Brisbane

television audiences it had been brought under control.

By Arthur Gorrie

Previously unreleased state government docu-
ments prove that official complacency fueled
the fires which devastated most of Fraser Is-
land over six weeks of uncontrolled destruc-
tion last year.

The documents, obtained by ABC News un-
der Right to Information laws provide detailed
information proving that senior Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Service staff did not care
enough to protect island ecosystems, includ-
ing rainforest and animal species believed to
have been decimated by the blaze.

As first reported in Gympie Today, the fires
burned for six weeks, with no serious action
taken to control them during most of this time.

The state government said at the time that
its response, or lack of it, was based on “expert
advice.“

Now, the newly-released emails reveal a se-
nior official ridiculed calls for action, saying
the fires were “not that bad“ and that people
wanting to take action, including the use of
water-bombing aircraft were “wishing to in-
dulge their profession.“

Even after water bombing began, another
official described as a “senior QPWS bureau-
crat“ wrote “we are probably burning more $$$
than anything else.”

The report of Inspector General Emergency
Management Alistair Dawson also confirmed
Gympie Today’s report that much of the dam-
age occurred “despite the availability of a wa-
ter bombing aircraft based in Bundaberg.“

The national broadcaster has now indepen-
dently established that the Queensland Fire
and Emergency Service had offered to water-
bomb the blaze, “but QPWS declined the offer
for several reasons.“

Even after a senior ranger told superiors of
QFES concerns about the safety of the Orchid

Beach township, the emails revealed QPWS re-
luctance to pay for water bombing.

An email from QPWS executive Damien
Head expressed a view that the fire “isn’t that
bad“ and people advocating waer bombing
were likely to be “indulging their profession.
Aka 'do something.

“There is only another 36 hours of northerly
before the southerly kicks in again and pushes
the fire back on itself,“ Mr Head wrote.

The fire began on October 14, but water-
bombing did not begun until November 9.

By that stage, it was not enough on its own
to extinguish the fires, which were eventu-
ally put out by the sudden arrival of heavy rain
weeks later.

Then followed
would pay for it.

General manager of the Butchulla Aborigi-
nal Corporation Veronica Bird said it was “ab-
solutely devastating“ for traditional owners
that so much (85 per cent) of the island had
burned.

Rural Fire Brigade sector commander Win-
ston Williams, whose responsibility covered
the seriously endangered township of Happy
Valley, said hazard reduction burning might
have eliminated the need for air operations.

“But if fires become uncontrollable then
aerial support should be be requested imme-
diately to support ground crew for contain-
ment.

“I'would belt everything at it ASAR* he said.

The blaze burnt an estimated 85,000 hect-
ares, more than half of the island, until it was
eventually extinguished by a rain event in early
December.

The fires ultimately threatened four town-
ships - Orchid Beach, Happy Valley, Yidney
Rocks and The Oaks - and came threateningly
close on the island’s western side to the King-

“confusion“ about who
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Fire hotspot
detections

omplacency fueled blaze

fisher Bay resort and the Cathedrals campgor-
ound.

They also threatened the QPWS base at
Dundubara and Butchulla cultural sites.

In shutting down island visitation, osten-
sibly for safety reasons, the QPWS continued
to allow access to people already on the island
property owners and business operators, but
specifically banned the media.

Gympie Today responded with a helicopter
inspection of the fires, resulting in award win-
ning exclusive photographs which were recog-
nised at the Queensland Country Press Asso-
ciation’s annual awards for 2021.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk told Bris-
bane television audiences the fire had been
brought under control by th3e time QPWS
passed incident control over to the QFES, but
the Gympie Today photographs, taken two
days later and showing hugely destructive and
widespread burning, proved the premier had
been misadvised.

The broadcaster quotes a spokesman for
the QPWS parent department, Environment
and Science, saying the fire was challenging
and that “plans changed as information came
to hand on weather conditions, vegetation
type and the effectiveness of ground control
efforts... throughout the two months of the
firre.”

It quoted a QFES spokesperson saying it
would be “inappropriate to comment on an-
other agency’s operations or management of
the incident.“

Rainbow Beach dingo conservationist and
president of the National Dingo Preservation
and Recovery Program, Jennifer Parkhurst,
said it was unlikely animals would have been
able to outrun the flames and suffocating
smoke from the fires.

Butchulla elder Lillian Burke said she had

sland & The Great Sandy Straits or
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Satellite photo of burned area

spoken to other elders to confirm their sup-
port for a call to shut the island down to give it
time to recover.

“It's not about the money, it's about the
land,“ she said.

“Close the island down so it can recover,”
she said, adding that it was about time Aborig-
inal people were given real land management
authority instead of tokenism.

It was a call echoed in the IGEM report
which called for greater decision making and
management authority to be exercised by First
Nations people.

Aunty Lillian said she had discussed the is-
sue with other elders and they were agreed on
a call to close the island for a year, or indefi-
nitely, so it could recover.

“It’s disgraceful,“ she said, claiming un-
controlled fires on the island had become too
common.

“I'm sorry people’s houses are threatened,
but I'm also concerned about the animals, es-
pecially our dingoes.

“Our people, the Aboriginal people, did
burning off for years. It goes back before time.

““Our story is the land was created by fire
and we used fire to manage it.“

“There should be co-management between
the Butchulla people and the QPWS and we
should have a say in what’s happening on the
island.

“There have been agreements but they’re
tokenistic,“ she said.

The IGEM report, made public in June,
blasted slow and uncoordinated disaster re-
sponses by government agencies and a failure
to make early use of water bombing aircraft.

The state government response acknowl-
edged that the fires were much more danger-
ous than initially thought, posing a significant
risk to property.

12505306-HC32-21
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Fines burn for illegal sites

The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
(QPWS) is reminding people not to light fires
on K’'gari (Fraser Island) after another camper
was fined for lighting an illegal campfire.

Manager compliance Mike Devery said the
person received a $689 penalty infringement
notice (PIN) for lighting an illegal campfire in
the beach camping zone at the Wongai Camp-
ing Area on the southern part of the island.

This is the new fine cost for illegal fires,
which came into affect on 1 July.

“Lighting fires on K'gari outside the desig-
nated areas is dangerous and irresponsible be-
haviour, and people need to follow the rules,”
Mr Devery said.

“QPWS rangers take a zero-tolerance ap-
proach to illegal campfires on K’gari and have
issued 33 fire-related PINs to campers in less
than eight months since 1 January 2021.

“This is an extraordinary number, espe-
cially considering last year’s bushfire on K’'gari

was caused by an illegal campfire that wasn’t
extinguished properly.

“Campfires are illegal on K'gari and in
many parts of the Cooloola Recreation Area to
prevent bushfires, to stop people from burn-
ing inappropriate items, and to reduce injuries
caused by people stepping on hot campfire
embers covered in sand.

“The ban is also in place to keep people safe
and to protect the island’s unique flora and
fauna and areas of cultural significance for the
Butchulla people.”

“Campers who break the rules on K’gari can
expect a fine as other visitors and residents on
the island are providing information to rangers
about illegal campfires.”

Most recent fire related infringements in-
cluded two illegal fires last weekend at Mar-
loo on Friday morning and Wongai on Sunday
morning.

These two infringments join 22 other fires,

OPEN SEVEN DAYS

4 fines for lighting fires outside of barbecues
or fireplaces, 2 fines for failing to extinguish
campfires, 4 fines for the removal of plants for
firewood and 1 fine for putting non-combus-
tible items in the fire, all issued since the start
of the year.

Mr Devery said campfires were only per-
mitted on K'gari in the fire rings at Dundubara
and Waddy Point camping areas.

“People must bring their own untreated
timber if they are planning on enjoying a
campfire at Dundubara and Waddy Point,” he
said.

“Visitors and residents to the island are not
permitted to use bush wood for campfires.

“I encourage visitors and residents to the
island to report suspected illegal campfires to
QPWS on 1300 130 372 or to the Queensland
Police Service on 131 444.”

For more information, visit parks.des.qld.
gov.au/parks/kgari-fraser/camping.

TIN CAN BAY
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By Arthur Gorrie

Our look at the memoirs of Cooloola’s first na-
tional park ranger, Ron Turner continues in
this issue, as he notes some of the events and
conflicts that have led to life as we know it to-
day on the Cooloola Coast.

Mr Turner’s memoir soon turns to 1967 and
“the problem with huts,“ built illegally be-
tween Teewah and Double Island Point, relics
of a simpler time...

“I travelled to Royal National Park, south of
Sydney Harbour, for the first training course
held by the newly formed New South Wales
National Parks and Wildlife Service.

“Declared in 1879, Royal NP is the oldest
national park in Australia, and the second in
the world.

“In the southern section of the park, we
were confronted by four settlements, where
rows of modest shacks were occupied by cabin
users, or “shackies.”

These settlements originated after the First
World War, when individuals erected shacks
made from cabbage palm trunks and claimed
aright as squatters on Crown Land. They stood
their ground, using nothing more than cheek
and bluff, and, during the depression years,
they used under-privilege to challenge au-
thorities to move them. After the Second World
War, more huts were built as families grew up.

“After a drowning, a life-saving club was
formed. Networks developed among shack
owners and social cohesiveness grew.”

“Until relatively recently, politicians had
lacked the will to enforce their own legislation
and support their own department, but the
shacks are now gone.”

In Cooloola, early Forestry records suggest
similar “fisherman’s huts” were erected along
the Cooloola beaches in the 1950s.

Mr Turner recalls “an application by two
fishermen in July 1959 for an area near the la-
goons at Double Island Point.

“More than a dozen similar requests along
Teewah Beach and at Freshwater followed
within twelve months.

“Forestry officers were totally unprepared
for the controversial issues which came with
sand mining, the availability of 4WD vehicles,
and the ease of crossing the Noosa River by
mining barge or ferry.

“Most of the applicants for beach huts lived
at Tewantin, with one each from Kenilworth,
Imbil and Kilkivan.

“Olive Donaldson told me Ross’s Camp was
named after her father, William John Ross. She
described substantial huts, built from sawn
driftwood collected along the beach,” Mr
Turner writes.

“Agitation by hut owners for a Camping
and Recreation Reserve at Ross’s Camp stalled
when the Widgee Shire Clerk ruled the council
would not be interested in becoming trustees.

“Hut owners made representations to
(then Gympie MP) Max Hodges and Forestry
Minister Otto Madsen, and short term exten-
sions were offered. Once politicians became
involved, District Forester Reg Doggrell’s at-
tempts to control the coastal areas were not
supported by his own department. Confusion
reigned, with local Foresters endeavoring to
see huts removed, while their head office was
granting extensions to some owners.

“The bureaucratic processes ground on,
with endless correspondence between appli-
cants, Forestry and the Land Administration
Commission, who were reluctant to see beach
leases issued because they were about to re-
lease land for sale at Teewah Village.

“When 24 surveyed allotments were auc-
tioned on 12 July 1961, many were bought by
hut owners, including George Clifford.

“In 1972, Reg Doggrell wrote that, where
beach traffic in the 1930s averaged one vehicle
per week, there were now traffic hazards most
weekends. He disliked ‘beachcombers’, whose
‘main interest is taking anything that can be
turned to short-term profit, and squatters,
whose buildings were unlawful. His other con-
cerns were fires and shooting, and taking com-
mercial quantities of coloured sands and flints
and stones from Aboriginal middens.

“He summed up the unfolding saga of the
huts with a degree of prescience:

“Locating of squatters is proceeding but
lagging behind the increase in numbers of
huts built ...

“In 1975, there were at least 61 structures

Squatters and the
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Fish and a firearm lend interest to this picture of fishermen displaying their catch, outside a hut

believed to be one known as Page’s Hut.

within the newly created national park for
which no permits could be found. “More
shacks were built as local people capitalised
on this lack of enforcement.

“Hut owners would argue they had ancient
squatter’s rights, because the huts were estab-
lished before the national park came into be-
ing.

“Many people staked a claim on what they
viewed as ‘vacant’ Crown land but Cooloola
was regarded by law as ‘occupied’ Crown land.

“It had not been ‘vacant’ since 1880, when
it was declared a Timber Reserve. It continued
to be ‘occupied’ in 1925, when the tenure was
converted to State Forest, and again as Coolo-
ola National Park in 1975. The Double Island
Point headland had been surveyed as Light-
house Reserve in 1919.

“Thirty years on, I was referred to by one
Gympie-ite with a long memory as ‘That bas-
tard who pulled our hut down'’.

“In April 1976, orders were served on peo-
ple present at the huts.

“Widgee Shire Council wrote to Forestry
and QNPWS, stating that Council considered
the government’s action in forcing removal
of fishing huts from Double Island Point was
“most unreasonable, as many of these people
had been visiting this area for a great number
of years and have suddenly found themselves
with no-where to camp.

“In 1977, professional fisherman Sonny
Chaplin, representing other hut owners,
sought accommodation for nine or ten people
for three to four months annually, to securely
store equipment, petrol, nets and personal
belongings, and the right to continuously run
a 10hp diesel generator to operate a refrigera-
tion unit.

“Sonny sought political assistance, and, as a
result, Cooroora MP Gordon Simpson brought
and Forestry and National Parks Minister Kev-
in Tomkins to the area, in support of the fisher-
men, but to no avail.

“On my arrival in Gympie, Sonny Chaplin
informed me that no one person owned the
hut known as the Fishermen’s Hut, or Red Hut.
He said the hut, formerly owned by Donny
Clark, was now of a loose, consensual, collec-
tive ownership, and he nominated himself as
the owner for the building.

“In June 1978, I accompanied Tom Ryan to
the Gympie Court House, where the Magis-
trate adjourned our applications for a month
because we had not issued a formal summons.
The frustration of QNPWS was summed up by
Syd Curtis, who noted on the paper work, ‘How
long, O Lord, how long?’

“Returning to the Court, four QNPWS of-
ficers gave evidence. In some cases, officers
had spoken to people occupying a structure,
who either denied owning it or knowing the
owner. In other instances, residents at some
addresses given by hut occupants denied any
knowledge of the hut.

“The magistrate ruled that the ‘unknown
owner’ structures were to be removed within
four weeks.

“However, he maintained that QNPWS

should have issued summons to ‘known own-
ers.”.
In October, QNPWS asked for a Supreme
Court ruling to determine whether we were
following correct procedure in issuing orders
and not a formal summons. The court found
in our favour, and we requested a fresh date for
another hearing in the Magistrate’s Court.

“The Magistrate eventually issued a Court
Order, giving notice that, if the hut was still
there on 14 December, we could remove it.

“I then flew to Orchid Beach on Fraser Is-
land and travelled with Overseer Ron Walk to
the fishermen’s camp near Sandy Cape. There
was a distinct air of hostility among the fisher-
men. Even their dogs were hostile and barely
restrained. Notice was served on Mr Chaplin
to remove his Double Island Point hut.

“Years later, I met a Crown Law solicitor
who was surprised and interested to meet ‘Ron
Turner’.

“He said that, when studying law in relation
to the removal of illegal structures on Crown
Land, the model pro forma to use was based
on the ‘Complaint of Ron Turner, QNPWS of-
ficer...’

But almost as soon as the wheels of justice
had finished grinding out a result, the forces of
nature moved the issue forever beyond appeal
to any earthly court.

GympieToday.com.au N EWS

A photo by Sonny Chaplin, showing a hut near
the Freshwater Track.

“Ironically, during the winter of 1981, as the
saga of the illegal huts drew to a close, there
was a massive change in ocean currents on the
northern side of Double Island Point.

“The outer barrier of the salt water lagoon
was swept away and the sea eroded steadily
inland.

“The casuarina I had used as a datum tree
in front of the hut disappeared, along with
many other trees and QNPWS signs. “The
beach and freshwater lagoons in front of the
camping zone disappeared.

“The ocean undermined the base of this
dune between the Leisha and Fishermen’s
tracks, causing a massive land slip.

“In a short space of time, the ocean ate in-
land 65m from the Median High Water Mark,
washing away the site of the fishermen’s huts.

“A similar outcome followed the removal of
the Freshwater huts, this time with more help
from Widgee Shire Council, which wanted to
develop a small camping area there.”

DO YOU KNOW THE

NEW VALUE

Piatinum Agants

OF YOUR PROPERTY?

Residential, Rural & Rainbow Beach

]
e —

0428 585 175

I 12507645-BL36-21
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Festival is standing
strong, for now

By Rose Astley

The Gympie Region has had its fair share of
event cancellation blows due to the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic in the last few months,
and the region is missing their music fix with
the entertainment industry being the hardest
hit.

Though there is one event that is still plan-
ning to go ahead, and fingers and toes are
crossed that a snap lockdown won't hinder this
Rainbow Beach festival.

Rainbow Beach Spring Fest organiser and
president of the Rainbow Beach Community
Centre Elisa Suel says it's been heartbreaking
watching big music events announcing can-
cellations and says Spring Fest will be a bless-
ing if able to go ahead.

“The purpose of the Rainbow Beach Spring
Fest is to bring a smile to our kids’ faces, it’s a
gift to our small community with music genres
that spreads cultural belonging, celebration of
life through earthy rhythms,” Ms Suel said.

“Every single business has been affected by
the roll out of a new system; every person has
been affected by the circumstances; the uncer-
tainty of the past 20 months took away the illu-
sory belief that we could have control of what
will happen tomorrow.

“We don’t want to give up, it’s challenging,
more than usual, that is for sure. But we have
decided to still go ahead with our event, on the
4th of September.”

The Rainbow Beach Community Centre As-
sociation have invested in the family friendly
event, and while their costs may not cover it
entirely, they are investing in the emotional
wellbeing of the community.

The Lyrical is just one of the performers who are eager to bring music back to Rainbow Beach.

“We care about the artists that keep los-
ing gigs, with it goes money to live, and self-
esteem, our brave local small businesses have
been negatively touched by the restrictions in
the neighbouring Council areas. Our associa-
tion is dedicated to the broader community.

“So, unless there is a sudden last-minute
lockdown involving us, a sudden lockdown
keeping our artists at home, we are standing
strong,” Ms Suel said.

The region is being encouraged to purchase
a ticket to show support for the music industry,
small businesses and workers who have strug-

Oo%ze'-d’hd say nello and-
ejoY-Our-hew-deCk!

gled under the pandemic.

“By simply purchasing a ticket, you are sup-
porting the community and keeping us alive
inside, you are supporting the music industry,
many workers and their families, small busi-
ness owners, services of all industries. You are
saying yes to music, yes to wellbeing, yes to
never giving up.

“Keep following the Rainbow Beach Spring
Fest page to stay up to date. We want to make
it happen. Prebook your tickets now to help us

9

make our music festival more ‘Covid Safe’.
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overlooking the ocean!
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Club open from
| 10:00am daily till late

Lunch everyday from 11:30am — 2:00pm
Dinner everyday from 5:30pm - 8:00pm
Breakfast Sundays from 8:00am - 10:00am

IN BRIEF

Stop that bus

Cooloola Coast residents will have more acces-
sible bus stops, probably later this year.

And the good news for a cash strapped
Gympie Regional Council is the new disabil-
ity compliant stops - at Tin Can Bay, Cooloola
Cove and Rainbow Beach - will not cost the
council any money, despite an estimated con-
struction cost of $76,000.

The new hardstand bus stops will be fully
funded by the state government’s Passenger
Transport Infrastructure Investment Pro-
gram.

A staff report to councillors says Fund pro-
vides councils with money for improvements
to bring infrastructure within Disability Dis-
crimination Act.

They will be built, by the end of the current
financial year, at the Rainbow Shores entrance
in Clarkson Dve, outside the Kingfisher Cara-
van Park in Tin Can Bay Rd, Tin Can Bay, at
Crab Creek in Toolara Rd and across the road
from the Cooloola Cove Shopping Centre, in
Nautilus Drive.

Works will include upgraded concrete hard-
stand surfaces and “associated infrastructure”.

Water supply goes swimmingly

After some relatively minor sewerage out-
fall quality issues recently, Gympie Regional
Council water supply and sewerage services
have received a “good work” grade in the coun-
cil’s latest self-assessed report card.

The salinity problems of sewerage outfall
reported at Cooloola Coast were attributed to
salt water leaking in to the system, rather than
dangerous pollutants leaking out into the en-
vironment.

But the council’s July report says things are
going even better than that.

Compared to an annual target of 40 water
main breaks a year, only two have been report-
ed in July.

Microbial standards were met every day,
compared to a 98 per cent target.

Sewer main breaks were more of a worry,
with seven in July, compared to an annual tar-
get of 30.

Phone: 07 5486 3249
www.rainbowbeachsurf.com.au




YOUR
MARKET
LEADERS

BUY,
RENT, SELL

07 5489 8000 CENTURY 21 07 5488 0734

69 Monkland Street, Gympie Platinum Agents 9a, 1 Dolphin Ave, Tin Can Bay
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Make your way to the Bay

By Billy Mitchell, Century 21 Platinum Agents

Just down the road from where I sit right now
lies a picturesque part of the world that offers
the rare combination of beauty, convenience,
lifestyle, and affordability.

It’s the kind of place where you can raise a
family, escape from the big smoke on week-
ends, or enjoy your golden years. It’s a spot that
feels a million miles away from it all, but it a
stone’s throw from major regional centres and
just a few hours from a capital city.

In my view, Tin Can Bay is a special spot
with a lot on offer — and it’s not just me who
thinks so.

A hot spot for all

The level of interest in Tin Can Bay has ex-
ploded in recent times, driven by a number of
buyer types.

First, you've got the city slickers looking for
a more relaxed way of life after enduring coro-
navirus for the better part of 18 months, look-
ing to regions like ours that have been virtually
untouched by the pandemic.

Secondly, there’s been an uptick in those
from further afield looking for a weekender
that has the recreation and relaxation quali-
ties of better-known holiday destinations in
our region, without the tourist congestion and
enormous price tags.

And last, but certainly not least, I'm hearing
alot from locals drawn by Tin Can Bay’s slower
pace of life.

They all want a place to call home that’s
tranquil but well-located near the services and
amenities they want and need, from shopping
to entertainment to lifestyle amenities, plus
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they want somewhere not too far from the big
smoke for when they venture back.

But most of all, they want somewhere vi-
sually stunning with an unparalleled natural
beauty. No wonder Tin Can Bay is in such high
demand.

The fast facts

The median house price in Tin Can Bay is an
attractive $405,000 and for units it’s $325,000,
with data showing the beginning of an upward
trend in values this year.

In January, the median for houses was

$333,000 and for units it was $315,000, so
there’s been quite a lot of upward pressure on
prices thanks to demand far outstripping sup-
ply. It reflects what I've seen — strong buyer en-
quiry for this unique area.

Demographics here skew towards owner-
occupiers, although there’s a healthy rental
market for investors comprising mostly fami-
lies and older couples.

Locals will find much of what they need
here, from supermarkets to specialty stores,
dining, and entertainment.

Those who love being outdoors are spoilt
for choice, with an array of recreational ac-
tivities on offer, from boating and adventure
sports to hiking.

But there’s also an impressive 18-hole golf
course as well as tennis courts and bowling
greens.

The regional city of Gympie is only about
30 minutes down the road, so any services not
available in Tin Can Bay are easily accessible,
and Brisbane is about 220 kilometres to the
south.

A home for everyone

The mix of housing in Tin Can Bay is healthy,
with a range of different dwelling types to suit
most budgets.

You've got older style shacks that have good
bones but could use a bit of elbow grease to
realise their full potential. You've got more
modern brick family homes that offer plenty of
room to grow, both inside and out. And you've
got higher-end architectural-style marvels that
come with all the mod cons a higher price tag
ensures.

Block sizes here are quite generous so you
never feel like you're cramped or closed in. Just
the type of vibe you want in an area that’s so
beautiful.

Tin Can Bay is predominantly detached
housing, although there are attached proper-
ties — duplexes, villas, and small unit blocks,
mostly. They offer a budget option for those
that want all the area offers but have a smaller
budget to play with.

Works ramp up on Gympie Bypass

The Bruce Highway upgrade from Cooroy to
Curra is one of Queensland’s most important
road projects, with a slew of benefits flowing
from the $1 billion overhaul.

It involves realignment and upgrade of a
62 kilometre-stretch of the highway, dubbed
the Gympie Bypass, turning it into four
lanes.

What this means for the entire Gympie
region is a safer Bruce Highway that has
greater capacity and a much lower risk of
localised flooding.

But most importantly, it will see long-dis-
tance traffic separated from local road use
to cut congestion and noise.

The improvements to our peaceful way
of life can’'t be measured! And even though
it's not super close to this upgrade action,
Tin Can Bay will still benefit.

So, a more efficient and less impactful
major roadway for the whole community,
as well as a significant jobs and economic
boost from the three-and-a-half-year con-
struction period.

Limited
Vacancies

Focusing on Fun & Education e

Proud to be connecting with our community

e Family owned & operated
e Open 7am to 6.30pm

e Queensland Kindergarten Program

e Caring for 15months to 12 years

e Air Conditioned
e \Vacation Care

Beach Kindy program runs every
week for the Senior Kindy

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
CARE AVAILABLE

49 Trevally Street, Tin Can Bay
Phone: 5486 4850

Email: kidsbizztincanbay@gmail.com

==

FREE BUS TO COOLOOLA COVE AND RAINBOW BEACH
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

12507762-AV34-21
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By Lee McCarthy

A house holds many stories and the home
recently purchased at Nina Court, Cooloola
Cove by Rainbow Beach Barber owners, Azza
and Nikki, is a home chosen by people of great
character.

Built in 2006, the four-bedroom, 2-bath-
room 281 sq. home on 3443 sq. home sold in
October 2019 for $475,000 to its last owners
Rob and Gaylene.

The property boasted Executive Living
Meets Coastal Lifestyle, well-presented both
inside and out. A functional modern styled
home for anyone who wants a sense of space,
tranquility, and privacy.

It was sold again on 31 March 2021 for
$680,000 by Century 21 Cooloola Cove and
made headlines as the biggest sale ever in Co-
oloola Cove beating the previous highest sale
by $65k.

The stunning home in a quiet cul-de-sac
was bought for $475k by the previous owners
and they spent almost $200k renovating and
renewing the home after purchase as it was to
be their forever home.

Sadly, due to ill health Rob and Gaylene had
to move closer to specialists but the good news
is, it was bought by people who also love it.

I had the pleasure of interviewing Rob and
Gaylene before they sold. They invited me
warmly into their home, where Rob intro-
duced me to their family dog and showed off
new work completed on the home, including
the addition of a resort style pool, major struc-
tural work and extensive landscaping.

Rob’s story is fascinating. After completing
a health administration course at QUT Rob
moved into executive roles within the health in-
dustry for Ramsay Health, where he spent most
of his career. His first appointment was at Pin-
dara Private Hospital streamlining the hospital,
increasing profits, recruiting good specialists,
and developing the business side for Ramsay.

Robert Glynn, former Nina Court home owner and author of Jock the German Shepherd.

He moved to Albury Wodonga in 1988 as the
head of business development at the Nedlands
Hollywood hospital. He negotiated the sale
and rebuilt the hospital again bringing in spe-
cialists and increasing profit and usage.

Moving on to Greenslopes, a Department
of Veteran Affairs hospital where he stayed for
seven years where, at the time, the only place
Veterans could go for treatment.

He was offered a job with a Hong Kong
based company and headed up the build of an
international hospital there. He has worked in

Abu Dhabi, Canberra, and CEO of hospitals in
five countries.

At the time Ramsay Health had 400 facili-
ties with 70 in Australia, 33 in the UK and 150
in France and he returned to become a non-
executive director to steer the company.

In 2006-2007 he worked at Buderim Private
Hospital and re-joined Ramsay to head up
their Asian Business Development in China
and Asia, then Macquarie Hospital in Sydney
and resigned to spend time with family.

Rob said he and Gaylene had loved the area

A home of great chacr

The Nina Court home.

and it was hard to imagine living anywhere
else but due to his diagnosis of Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, they were left with no choice.

Rob is also the author of three very cleverly
written and illustrated children’s Christmas
books whose characters are based on his fam-
ily and are set in Tin Can Bay.

It is sad when good people who embrace
the region and seek to find the good in it, have
to leave. We wish them both the very best and
wish Azza and Nikki the best of luck in their
new home and business.

Rainbow Beach

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION CENTRE

o
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Accommodation Rainbow Beach offers a broad range of quury,
mid range and affordable beachside holiday houses and units

to suit all tastes and needs. Less than an hour from Gympie!
Book your next esca e,.today"” £

- ; ¥ -1 Fan
Phone: 07: 5486 341 1 or

VISIt www,accommodatlonralnbowbeach.com.au
-

i

Cooloola Coast

REALTY

*Residential Sales
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Contact us today for all your property needs:
Rainbow Beach Sales: Dee and Andy White on 0411 093 389

Cooloola Cove/Tin Can Bay Sales: Debra Mason on 0409 764 879
Holiday Letting: Katie Winzar on 5486 3411

- g

1l

12510217-HC36-21

Permanent Rentals: Kim Mcliroy on 5486 3411 and Tania Biggers on 0474 002 394
Drop in and see us at Shop 2/8 Rainbow Beach Road, Rainbow Beach or
Shop 4/46 Queen Elizabeth Drive, Cooloola Cove (Woolworths complex)

Online: www.cooloolacoastrealty.com.au

* Permanent Rentals * Holiday Accommodation
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uilts of Valour presented

By Lee McCarthy

The Rainbow Beach RSL Sub-Branch held a
moving service last week to commemorate
Veterans Day and remember the sacrifices
and service of all Australians who served their
Country during Peace, Peacekeeping Missions
and War.

After the service, four Quilts of Valour were
presented to previous President Joe Casey
(Army), Barry Hogan (RAAF), Bruce Dorman’s
widow Pam (Army) and current President Greg
Walker (RAAF).

It is an honour to receive a Quilt of Valour
and there are many moving stories of gratitude
from recipients. On the back of all the quilts
there is a badge - ‘Wrapped in love by Austra-
lians’.

The quilts were presented by Cr Dolly Jen-
sen along with a speech of thanks:

“We award this quilt to you to acknowl-
edge your Valour, Service and Sacrifice for our
country. The quilt has been made with love for
you by your sisters and mother to wrap you
in warmth and care. The top of the quilt rep-
resents the communities and the many indi-
viduals we are. The wadding, the filler, is the
centre of the quilt - it’s warmth. It represents
our hope that this quilt will bring warmth,
comfort, peace, and healing to you. The back-
ing is the strength that supports the other lay-
ers. It represents your strength, the support of
communities, and our nation. Each stitch that
holds the layers together represents love, grati-
tude and sometimes the tears of the maker. ”

“The Quilt makes such a difference to peo-
ple to be acknowledged. To date there have
been 3000 quilts - all donated for the veterans,”
Queensland Coordinator of Quilts of Valour,
Barbara Kenny said.

Quilts of Valour Qld Co-ordinator Barbara Kenny with Nathan, Jen Imhoff,
Pam Dorman, President Gary Walker and Cr Dolly Jensen.

Pam Dorman receiving the Quilt on behalf . ]
of her late husband Bruce Dorman with son T gl S
Martin and Jen Imhoff. Cr Dolly Jensen speaking at the Vietnam Veterans service.

PHOTO COMPETITION FOR OUR 91.5FM CELEBRATION CALENDAR

Maximum of 2 photos per entry. Photos will be printed in A4size Landscape and need to be a minimum 300dpi 3,508 pixels x 2,480 pixels

For each of the 12 entries chosen to be used in the calendar there will be a $50.00 value prize. Entries need to be in by 15 September.

Free Community Service Announcements - contact the 91.5FM Office and let them know what you are doing.
Not-for-profit organisation sustained by donations, memberships, sales from the 91five Op Shop located at 131 Mary Street and business sponsorship.

L 5482 1769 I 91.5fmOffice@gmail.com

12510327-DL36-21
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Boffins find fens u

By Lee McCarthy

I took a helicopter ride over Rainbow Beach
recently with Rainbow Beach Helicopters and
pilot Glen Cruikshank pointed out fauna, flora
and landmarks.

Besides turtles, dugong and water features,
he pointed out the ‘Fens’ and said they were
rare to the southern hemisphere.

I contacted Lindy from Cooloola Coastcare
who said Mike West was the person to help and
here is his comprehensive explanation of our
Patterned Fens.

“Patterned Fens only came to light during
a flight over K’gari (Fraser Island) following a
RAMSAR conference trip to Lady Elliot Island
in 1996.

“International wetland scientists on that
trip could not believe their eye’s as patterned
fens were previously only known in areas of
high latitude and high altitude like Tundra.
Yet there they were just above high tide and al-
most in the tropics!

“A scientific study was put together and
Richard Lindsay came from the UK to lead it.
As a long-time Great Sandy conservationist, I
went along as a volunteer.

“The first expedition began at Rainbow
Beach and continued onto K'gari. We met at
the QPWS at Rainbow Beach and looked at a
map that had “dangerous bogs” marked on it.
Where were we going? The largest fen is near
Carlo Point, with others between the Rainbow
Beach Road and the Tin Can Bay Inlet.

“It turns out they are not dangerous, but
they are tricky to navigate. They are not bogs,
they are Patterned Fens, and are truly unique.

“The dominant vegetation is Empodisma
minus, wire rush. The name means Tanglefoot
- well named. It was first described in Austra-
lia in 1974. The mature “forest” of wire rush
makes a wonderful “beanbag” to sit while hav-
ing smoko.

“The scientists had thought that patterned

Close up of the Patterned Fens. Supplied by
Rainbow Beach Helicopters.

fens were formed by ice and snow freezing and
thawing. The Great Sandy patterns look identi-
cal to the northern hemisphere ones, but they
certainly have nothing to do with melting ice.

“Another surprise for the scientists was the
“leopard spot” patterns that only occur in bogs
in the northern hemisphere, are actually in
fens here. The other patterned fens are called
String Fens, which look like a “leopard” has
been dragged backwards and its claws form
the patterns.

“Yet another surprise is the water actually
flows through the walls of the ridges rather
than along them. Our fens are extremely re-
sistant to fire, virtually all the vegetation can
be consumed leaving only the ponds and bare
ridges and it will recover.

“How the wildlife handles this is unknown.
While there are not a lot of species in the fens
there are surprises. One night we set 50 traps
and caught over 30 native rodents from three
different species. Surprisingly large crayfish
live in the ponds which are highly acidic, they
burrow down during fires. Fish and frogs are
also found there. How they survive is yet un-
known.”
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The rare Patterned Fens found in the Cooloola Coast viewed from the air.

According to Richard Lindsay the Patterned
Fens of Fraser Island and Cooloola are globally
unique. They are the only sub-tropical pat-
terned fens and the only fens flowing into tidal

on the road or at work

You may have a claim
through your super
It costs nothing to be certain

NOW OPEN Hervey Bay - Gympie - Maroochydore

_|_

Lawyers

wetlands in the world and they have distinc-
tive faunal inhabitants such as fish, crayfish
and earthworms that would not normally be
found in such acid environments.
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Martine Lokan from Village Food and Events spent two days cooking to make enough goodies for everyone. Jonah from Traditional German Sausages with a tray of fresh pretzels

Covid-safe at the market

By Lee McCarthy

A stunning day for the Rainbow Beach markets
last week with quality stalls, entertainment by
Andrew Copland and people happy to enjoy
the freedom of a simple day out.

Locals and visitors came out to play with
Covid measures in place with instructions to
be Covid safe, not to touch items unless buy-
ing, keep your physical distance and QR codes
were prominent for scanning in.

The markets are held on the second Satur-
day of each month at the ‘Centre Block’ from
7am till midday and raise funds for the Rainbow
Beach Community Centre run by volunteers.

The Tin Can Bay markets are held at the RSL
Hall on the third Saturday of each month from . i
7am to noon and include homemade, home- Organlser of the Rainbow Beach markets, volunteer Megan Dahl with Sarah Booth with her natural products and Rainbow Beach Learn to Surf
grown products, food stalls, plants, bric-a-brac.  popular candle and flower supplier Kelly Fredline Clothing Brand

Andrew Copland provided beautiful music to Carolyn Simpson - Occasions by Carolyn Locals Marcia Ireland with stall holder Andrea Brooke and John from Maryborough Coffee Cart
entertain market guests Celebrant Hayes were very popular as always

TCB MOWER MARINE & CYCLE CENTRE HAD A BINGLE?

o2 VAU (LR LY S NEED RUST CUT OUT?
ENTCTTS SERVICE Drop In and see Rod today!

Panel Beating
_ -\ Spray Painting
« ¢« W  Rustproofing
4 F .- Welding
! A = _ - Restorations

83 SNAPPER CREEK ROAD. . ' Windscreens fitted

. Tin Can Bodyworx | She 3, 16 Schnapper Creek Road
P H . 5486 228 5 Tin Can Bay | Phone: 0415 928 106 | Monday to Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm

12507993-SN34-21

12507891-DL34-21
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TTOM BEACH TOWELS

Pete with owner Tzar from Sumavi Luxe Turkish Towels.

L
Beverley Jones of Tin Can Bay with her stunning
knitted and crochet work.

By Lee McCarthy

It doesn't have to be a perfect day to hold a
market, but it does help to draw the crowds
and keeps the talented stallholders and visi-
tors smiling.

Handmade goods are now more sought af-
ter than ever, and quality seamstresses, knit-
ters and artisans are enjoying a resurgence of
their talents.

Their popularity was obvious at the Tin Can
Bay markets last Saturday with a huge num-
ber of stallholders proudly showing off their
unique and intricate handiwork.

Here is just a little snapshot of the artisans:

Beverley Jones showed off her array of
beautiful knitted and crocheted tea cosies,
rugs, beanies, and patrons stopped to admire
her beautiful work.

Mary Boyd always looks bright and happy
to be at any of the markets she sets up at and
her unique artwork is also colourful. Mary,
originally from Scotland, also offers card read-
ings and enters her art into the art shows in the
region.

Shirley Doyle from Gympie is based inside
the RSL hall and shows off her quality hand-
bags and gifts which she has makes from
scratch and is proud to show off.

Lynette Dimmock of Net Rae Art can be spot-
ted at a lot of markets around the region and
is seeing a huge increase in her commissions
since she has been showing her work. Beautiful
seascapes of Rainbow Beach and Tin Can Bay
are her specialty, and her work is hung in many
homes across the country and overseas.

Brett Thompson from Bleet Art loves the
markets at Rainbow Beach and Tin Can Bay
and his vibrant home decor is not only beauti-
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Discounted 2-Year Fixed Home Loan Rate*
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Maz from Vibrant Earth Clothing and Accessories.

ful but practical. He is another business owner
who loves showing his beachy products and
gets a lot of enjoyment from meeting people.
Volunteers from the Tin Can Bay Fishing
Club Gavin Hay, Beverley Chaplin, Debbie
George and current President Jim George are

3

Comparison Rate”®

077

® PA

Rate based on owner occupier lending with principal and interest repayments.

regularly at the markets with their lucky num-
ber stand. Jim is stepping down as President at
the AGM on 3 October and the club is looking
for new office bearers. If you have some time
and love fishing, see the report in the fishing
section of this paper.

BOQ Gym pie Jellina White, Owner-Manager 5480 5088 jellina.white@boqg.com.au

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740 (BOQ) AFSL and Australian Credit Licence No 244616. Full terms and conditions available online or at any BOQ branch. BOQ's standard credit assessment criteria apply. Fees and charges are payable. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. *Discount
Fixed Rate offer is available for applications received from 30/07/2021 for Owner Occupier new home loan lending only and is not available for the refinance, restructure or switches of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, BOQ Specialist, ME Bank and Virgin Money (Australia). The rate is available for principal and interest loans only with @ minimum
of $150,000 and maximum Loan to Value Ratio (LVR) of 80%. LMI may apply. Not available for construction loans. Fixed interest rates may vary between application and drawdown of the loan. A rate lock fee can be paid at application to secure the initial fixed rate for 100 days. AThe comparison rate is calculated on the basis of a secured loan of $150,000 for a
term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Information current as at 18/08/2021.

Mary Boyd with her colourful designs and
readings.

Take a wander to Tin Can Bay on the third
Saturday of the month. Make a day of it with
the early morning dolphin feeding, then on to
the RSL hall and grounds for the market from
7am to 12 noon and finish just in time to grab
a bite at one of the great cafes in the region.

12509525-CG36-21
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In excmng news, the Rainbow Beach nipper
season is fast approaching, and it is thanks to
all the volunteers who have put their hand up
and made this possible.

According to Surf Life Saving Queensland,
if you're thinking of introducing your child to
lifesaving, then Junior Activities (Nippers) is
for you. Junior Activities is open to children
from age five up to 13 years (age for a season is
calculated as of midnight 30 September).

Lifesaving is something for the whole fam-
ily to get involved in and there are many sup-
porting roles that you can play as a parent of a
child involved in Junior Activities.

Surf lifesaving is an amazing activity for
growing a child’s confidence, knowledge, and
skills in the beach environment. Not only will
your child have fun and meet new friends they
will become part of an iconic organisation that
has served the Australian community for over
100 years.

The program is focused on play, participa-
tion, and fun. It offers an educational pathway
through the delivery of the Junior Develop-
ment Resource Kit which is designed to en-

sure children have fun at the beach while par-
ticipating in lessons that will develop them to
become a knowledgeable participant in both
lifesaving and sport.

As they progress through the various age
groups, nippers will undergo lessons in wad-
ing, running, swimming, board paddling and
lifesaving skills including working towards
resuscitation and first aid. Practicing these
skills allows children to compete in club, re-
gional and state surf lifesaving carnivals rep-

resenting their clubs.

The Rainbow Beach club is full of great
leaders who will guide your children through
this unforgettable time of their lives.

Membership prices are Family - $170; Ju-
nior/Nipper - $55 and Associate - $75. Nippers
is on every Sunday morning from 8.15am for
approximately two hours.

Please email surf@rainbowbeachsurf.com.
au for further information.

LLLLIRREE

The Rainbow Beach Surf Club will be hold-

ing their Bronze and Surf Rescue Certificate

week-long camp this coming school holi-

days.

It will run from 26 September to 3 October.
The week-long course is available to any-

one looking to join a great lifesaving team!

You can live in our surf club or in your own

accommodation.

To commence training for the Bronze

Medallion you will need to:

= Be a financial member of an SLS club.

= Be at least 15 years of age on the final as-
sessment date.

= Complete an unaided swim of 400 m in 9
minutes or less (goggles and masks permit-
ted) in a swimming pool of not less than 25
m, or over a measured open water course
which will be observed prior to you under-
taking any water training or assessment

Train to become a life saver

activities.

Not only is it an opportunity to be in-
volved in something dynamic, but you will
also find a group of people from all walks of
life enjoying giving back to the community.

The Bronze Medallion course provides
participants with the skills and knowledge to
be able to become a Surf Life Saver and patrol
the beach.

It is just one of the many ways you can get
involved as a Surf Life Saving volunteer. Surf
Life Saving has opportunities for people to be
an active patrol member saving lives on the
beach, an age manager for Nippers on the
weekend or as a volunteer club official work-
ing behind the scenes to ensure things run
smoothly.

For more information contact our admin-
istration on 07 5486 3249 or surf@rainbow-
beachsurf.com.au

2020 bronze camp members receiving their patrol gear.
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Ron Cox from Tin Can Bay Fishing Club.

Cooloola Coast Today is thrilled to be able to
share the Tin Can Bay Fishing Club News each
month. President Joe George said the club’s
training day workshop recently was well at-
tended.

“These workshops will now be held regu-
larly to assist members with the information
and knowledge needed to safely operate their
vessels in our creeks and waterways. The work-
shops are followed by a barbeque,” he said.

“Guest speaker QF17 Commander of Coast
Guard Tin Can Bay, John MacFarlane spoke
about the many rescues and assistance provid-
ed by Coast Guard volunteers day and night.
He wanted to remind recreational fishermen
and the boating public that they can apply for
a Coast Guard Marine Assist Package to assist
them to be towed back to their base following
a breakdown.”

Report for August
With the cooler months now behind us the

prospect of getting out on the water early in
the morning to take advantage of the bite
times to coincide with an early morning tide
change is not as hard to cope with especially
for those of us who were born in the middle of
last century.

Flathead have been caught consistently
of late and are worth targeting by casting soft
plastics and small hard bodied lures. Around
low tide, the small gutters that drain out to the
channels and creeks are a worthwhile area to
target and around high tide on the top of the
sand banks can be productive. Trolling small
hard bodied lures along the drop offs can also
be productive for those not wanting to expend
the energy casting.

Quality Summer whiting are beginning to
school up possibly for spawning and are be-
ing caught in increasing numbers. Yabbies
and beach worms are getting good results.
Small black soldier crabs are a worthwhile op-

Training workshop popular

tion as they are a natural food for whiting and
bream. The periods with more run in the tide
over the sand banks can be a good time and
place to target whiting as their natural food
is being dislodged by the current shifting the
sand.

Squid are a bit hit and miss and sometimes
a bit of searching their usual haunts is required
to find where they are on the day. There are
quite a few cuttlefish around and are good eat-
ing if you can cope with their seemingly never-
ending ink supply.

The inside reefs are a bit slow with only a
few quality fish being caught. The reefs are still
worth a try if the neap tides and good weather
correspond.

The traditional theory that the months
without an R in them are no good for mud
crabs seems to not hold true as some quality
crabs have been caught recently. Some people

have their theories about the activity and the
quality of mud crabs in relation to the moon
phases but getting the pots in the water is the
most likely approach to get results.

Winner of the Club June mini fishing comp
was Ian Nowell with a cracking Red Emperor at
89 cm for 222.5 points.

Winner of the July mini comp was Selwyn
Potter with a flathead 52 cm that was caught
on a soft plastic for 137.28 points.

In view of the happenings in large parts of
our country, it could be a good idea to take ad-
vantage of the periods of good weather and get
out on the water while we can.

There is always something interesting to
see if you look, even if the piscatorial creatures
don’t cooperate.

New club members are always very wel-
come, and all enquiries may be made to the
Secretary on 0437 242 171 or email: tcbfish-
ingclub@bigpond.com

Hanging 10
at Double

Rain, hail or shine, our stunning coastline
has plenty to offer for the keen salt-water
lovers that need their fix. LEE McCARTHY
captured some impressive images of some
local surfers getting some waves in at Dou-
ble Island.

Leigh surfing at Double.

- o L P ks Wt et —

Leigh and Amanda.
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Dom Long With a ripper of an open season Snapper.

On the chew In Tin Can Bay

By Chris Rippon, The Chandlery

G’day Crew, hope everyone has been making
the most of this awesome run of weather we
have been having the last couple of weeks. I'm
loving the heat the sun is starting to bring to
the mornings!

Let’s have a quick look at what has been get-
ting caught the last couple of weeks in The Bay
and up the straits.

I guess the talk amongst most fishos is that
the snapper and pearlies are back on the take
list of species. To say the weather played the
game was an understatement! Light winds
and small swell made for a cracker of an open-
ing day. Plenty of the smaller boats managed
to venture out over the Wide Bay Bar and bag
a feed with reports of good fishing coming in
from as close as 4/5nm off Rainbow Beach.

Fresh squid and strip baits fished on a
double snelled hook rig with light ball sinker
worked a treat! The lure fishos weren't to go
without either, the slow pith jig proved deadly
on the snapper and peatrlies just can't resisted
a small micro jig with a bit of tinsel hanging off
the hooks.

Soft plastics like the 5 and 7” Gulp jerk
shads or Squidgy Wrigglers rigged on a light
jighead can be a killer combo also. Try the old
“Rodney Rod Holder” trick & cast a soft plastic
well ahead of your drift or out the back if you
are at anchor and let it waft slowly down the
water column, park the rod in a rod holder and
let nature do the rest.

Nine out of ten times I bet the lure will not
even get down to the seabed and a snapper will
nail it on the drop. Just remember to either
back your drag off a little so you don’'t damage

Bail and Tachie

THE CHANDLE

TIN CAN BAY

Shop 1 The Marina, Emperor St
Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580 | ph-(07) 5486 4744
e-chandlery@bigpond.com | www.tcbchandlery.com.au

i @

Pictures: CHANDLERY FISHING

your rod or engage the baitrunner feature if
you are using a baitrunner style reel.

Up the creeks a few early season mangrove
jacks have been getting around as the water
temp starts to increase. Bream have been
biting well and floating strips of mullet and
peeled prawns back into the snags has been
producing good fish. Mixed in with the bream
have been some good catches of cods, grunter
and a few jacks.

Plenty of good whiting have been getting
around also with Ida and Pannikin Is holding
good fish on the flood tides. Live yabbies and
fresh beach worms working the best for them.
There have been some great catches of flat-
head at the creek mouths on the flood also.

The standout lure of choice here would
have to be the Nomad Vertrex Vibes, with the

Judy on board Keely Rose getting it done with a quality snapper.

75mm in Hot Pink being the winner. But a very
close second would have to be the Squidgy
100mm Bloodworm Wriggler, a true tried and
tested favorite with customers & a go to soft
plastic for myself. I've always said, “if in doubt
chuck a Bloodworm Wriggler out!!”

On that note, just to let everyone know,
The Chandlery Bait & Tackle is now a Shima-
no stockist! So, if you want to see some of the
latest fishing tackle pop down and say G'day.
You can find us on Emperor St out the front of
the Tin Can Bay Marina, just look for the 4 big
white sheds.

Well, that’'s about enough from me this
week till net time.

Tight Lines, Chris

The Chandlery Bait & Tacke for all your
boating and fishing needs.

e On water 24hr fuel
¢ Full range of chandlery

¢ Paints & antifouls
o Bait ® Tackle ® Ice * LPG

19RNANAA-.IWRD-21
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Trades & Services
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RAINBOW BEACH
BARBER SHOP

//

48 RAINBOW BEACH ROAD, SHOP 6

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9:30 - 4:40 | SATURDAY 9 - 12
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

12510328-JW36-21

Locally owned and operated

PromoPALTY

custom branded promotional products

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
Custom branded products
printed with your logo!

www.promopal.com.au

herapies
ce

Clinical Hypnotherapy, Success Coaching,
and NLP based therapy to help with

e Stress/Anxiety

e Pain Management
 Happiness/Health/Wealth

e Social Confidence

e More information on website

0409 485 004
Call us today

12510360-DL36-21

Advertise in your
Local paper and reach

100%
AUSTRALIAN
OWNED

Choose Fobbowmont

We Support Local
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

SERVICE is important to us, and we make
your business our priority.
» Servicing the WHOLE of the Gympie
Region!
» Offering services to all parts of Qld & NSW

Followmant f',-h:

e i
A
gy e LALLY i E'-‘

Michelle Barry 0427 585 663

www.followmont.com.au

Carpet & Vinyl

Specialists

HUGE RANGE VINYL PLANKS,
CARPET & SHEET VINYL
FREE MEASURE & QUOTE

floorzone

G yim [:Ii i eaVEFIRE mwery Flaar

Delicious sweet and savoury treats
Stunning setting
Noosa Black Coffee - Hot or Iced!
Farm fresh macadamias

12510529-JW36-21

Open Thursday to Saturday
8:30am - 3pm

1565 Tin Can Bay Rd, Goomboorian.

Reimbew Beceh
TO SURE

SURF - HIRE - PADDLE - SKATE - HIKE
ADVENTURES!

your Local audience.
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Phone: 0413 197 781

oastal

ELECTRICAL

Servicing Cooloola
& Surrounds
Phone Heath Mick on

0439 688 710

12510524-DL36-21

heathmick@hotmail.com

ABN - 58 551 708 565
* Licence Number - 86230

12510568-DL36-21

20 Reef St, Gympie
5482 6500
sales@floorzonegympie.com

Cleaning,
Laundry and
Maintenance

0456 783 023

12510413-DL36-21

Rainbow Beach - Cooloola Cove - Tin Can Bay

HAIR €5 %%
BEAUTY S

o«
Call us for = "

your special day"‘i

¢ Wedding Hair &
Make Up specialist

® Photography and
Special Occasion

hair and make up =
|

BRIDAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE

g
Cooloola Cove based Beauty Therapy Salon
82 Bayside Road, Cooloola Cove
Contact 0409 471577 for all enquiries and booking

.

-

|
——

.

2510525-5G36-21

[}

Bayside Beauty By Taleah
Call or text on 0409 471 577
Find us on Facebook

I

Cooloola CoastToday

Advertising Enquiries

P 0407 159 178 or lee.mccarthy@gympietoday.com.au

facebook.com/GympieToday | gympietoday.com.au

12510570-BL36-21




GYMPIE
ACCESSORIES

4X4 ACCESSORIES

. New ARB
MJ Sllde Kitchen
now on display

\

L1

Supplyfandeinstall

Now stocking ARB recovery gear at Rainbow Beach Holiday Village

Bull Bars Towbars Dual Battery Systems
Canopies Nudge Bars UHF and Antennas and
Winches Seat Covers much more

Spot Lights Electric Brakes

GYMPIE 6 Kelly Drive, Gympie QLD 4570 | (07) 5482 7414
ACCESSORIES
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Let me help you with your NEXT property journey.

The market is HOT! Buyers are prepared to sign a
contract on the spot!
HIGH DEMAND for houses on the Cooloola Coast within
an EXCEPTIONAL market!

Contact me today to find out the
NEW VALUE of your property.

e Wytvg Ly o

MAGNIFICENT PROPERTY! NEAT AS A PIN!
2 Skyring Place, Tin Can Bay 13 Dugong, Street, Tin Can Bay

3 @ 3w 3 fm 3 e 1w 2

PAUL DOWNMAN

0407181404
paul.downman@century2l.com.au
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